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INTRODUCTION 

Background 

The 2023 Marquette Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan όƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άcƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴέύ 

is a full update to the Marquette Comprehensive Plan previously completed in 2006.  An update is 

necessary as community conditions, needs and expectations change over time.  The comprehensive plan 

has been developed with a time horizon of 10 years1, and the planning area that was studied was the city 

boundary and its surrounding rural areas.  This updated plan provides a vision, goals and set of strategies 

intended to assist local officials as they make future decisions regarding the growth and management of 

the community. 

The comprehensive plan was developed utilizing Smart Planning Principles as recommended by the Iowa 

{ƳŀǊǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭΣ нлмлΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

opportuniǘȅΣ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ LƻǿŀΩǎ 

quality of life.  The principles also address the need for fair and equitable decision-ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎέ (Iowa 

Smart Planning Legislative Guide, 2010).  In addition, the legislation identifies several elements that may be 

included in a plan, and this document uses these as an organizational tool for sections of the plan:  

¶ Public Participation 

¶ Community Overview  

¶ Community Character and Culture 

¶ Housing 

¶ Economic Development 

¶ Transportation 

¶ Community Facilities 

¶ Public Infrastructure and Utilities 

¶ Natural and Agricultural Resources 

¶ Land Use 

¶ Hazards 

¶ Intergovernmental Collaboration 

¶ Implementation 

 

! ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƻǿŀΩǎ ǘŜƴ {ƳŀǊǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ мо ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ 

Appendix A:  Smart Planning Principles and Elements. 

The comprehensive plan was developed by Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission with the 

assistance and input of Marquette residents, the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee, members of the 

Planning Commission, members of the City Council, and city administration and staff.  

Many of the public improvements necessary to implement the plan may depend upon the development of 

other subsidiary plans such as trail plans and/or capital improvement plan.  The comprehensive plan and 

these subsidiary plans may also need adopted implementation measures such as creation of or 

amendments to city codes or policies.  Implementation of projects will depend on the proactive leadership 

from the City Council, Planning & Zoning Commission, existing and/or subsequently created boards, 

organizations and contribute to Marquette's overall resiliency and quality of life. 

 
1 A duration that avoids the uncertainty of long-term economic and population growth patterns while also avoiding 
short-term thinking that can weaken a cohesive vision for the future. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Public participation is an important part of the comprehensive planning process.  For successful 

implementation of the plan, City residents must support the vision, goals, strategies and actions within.  To 

that end, city ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

process.  Public input from citizens, steering committees, and staff and elected officials has been an integral 

part of the smart planning process.  In addition, a community survey was distributed through city water 

bills, city and community websites and social media mechanisms, and at publicly accessible sites in the city. 

A steering committee was formed to guide the work of updating aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ comprehensive plan.  The 

committee was made up of individuals whose backgrounds, expertise or interest assisted in developing a 

well-rounded plan.  Representatives included residents, community groups, economic development, 

chamber of commerce, business owners, city officials, commission members and staff, park and recreation, 

and county departments.  In addition to two steering committee meetings, seven focus group 

meetings -- comprised of steering committee members and other subject matter experts -- were held to 

gather public input, and use that information along with relevant data to develop components of the plan.   

To engage the public in the planning process for the comprehensive plan, Upper Explorerland Regional 

Planning Commission and the City invited the public to attend three public input sessions.  One public 

visioning session allowed residents to share feedback on community assets and provide a vision for the 

future of Marquette.  And two open house style goal setting meetings provided participants with 

relevant community data and allowed opportunity for discussion and input into the future goals, strategies 

and actions for the comprehensive plan.
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VISIONING SUMMARY 

During the visioning meeting the public was asked to discover the unique qualities in Marquette and dream 

about what the future of the city could be in consideration of identified assets and values.  An overarching 

community vision was designed from input gathered, as well as a vision for each planning element 

addressed in the plan, as shown below: 

 

A Vision for Marquette: 

aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ resources serve as a draw for residents and visitors, providing 

plentiful open space and recreation opportunities and serving as a boon to the local 

economy.  Development is sensitive to protecting these valuable environmental features, 

and with the exception of some potential residential or recreational growth, is generally 

contained to existing developed areas.  Community services, facilities and infrastructure 

are maintained and improved (sometimes in cooperation with nearby communities) and 

are honed to address growing needs in the population.  Diverse and quality housing 

options are available to all residents. 

 

Co mmunity Culture Vision  

Marquette has a small-town atmosphere & is known for its scenic beauty. It is a desirable location for 

families, and provides spaces for community engagement, recreation, & enjoyment.  Residents also take 

advantage of activities in the broader region. Volunteer groups and community organizations are engaged.  

And public art and beautification have been pursued and create further appeal in the community. 

 

Housing  Vision  

Marquette has a diversity of housing options available to meet the needs of different age and income 

groups, and housing is considered attainable and affordable.  The housing stock is high quality through 

vigilant maintenance and updating efforts by owners and the community.  The city has and continues to 

pursue both incentives and initiatives that support housing needs of current and future residents.    

 

Economic Development Vision  

The local economy thrives on a year-round basis.  Business development to revitalize downtown has been 

incentivized and pursued.  Major employers contributing to the economic base have been supported, and 

the needs of the local workforce are met.  Tourism remains an economic strength, and the city has adapted 

and coordinated to capitalize on this.  

 

Transportation Vision  

Multi-modal transportation options are supported, the sidewalk network complete, and a network of trails 

exists between downtown, residential neighborhoods, nearby McGregor, and surrounding destinations and 

amenities.  The city has coordinated with the Iowa Department of Transportation, the county, and local 

partners to update transportation infrastructure in a manner that ensures safety and connectivity. 
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Public Facilities and Services Vision  

Community facilities & services are maintained and supported, including ensuring that law enforcement & 

emergency response have facilities that meet their current needs.  The City is a partner and leader in 

bringing new services that address local need, such as senior, youth, public transportation, and childcare 

services.   

 

Public Infrastructure Vision  

Community sewer and water infrastructure is maintained and updated as needed.  Gaps or problems within 

the stormwater management system have been identified and addressed.  Communication infrastructure 

provides strong internet access to community members, workers, and businesses. 

 

Agricultural Resources Vision  

aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŜ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ 

agricultural operations are limited in the community.  However, small scale or value-added agricultural 

businesses add to the economic mix.  The city is a partner in working with landowners and farmers to 

implement sustainability and conservation practices to preserve soils, protect water quality, and provide 

flood mitigation benefits. 

 

Natural Resources Vision  

Marquette is a good steward of the natural resources that serve as a draw to the community & provide 

countless benefits to residents.  Water resources serving for drinking water, recreation, & more are 

protected from harm.  Sensitive bluff areas & views are preserved.  Outdoor recreation opportunities 

abound, and the Driftless Wetland Centre continues to provide quality environmental education and 

outdoor programming. 

 

Hazards Vision  

Marquette mitigates flooding risks through maintenance of stormwater infrastructure on roadways, in 

neighborhoods, and along the creek and river, and future development in floodplain areas is discouraged.  

The city has the capacity, facilities & equipment necessary to provide emergency response during disasters 

& storm events.  Manmade hazards, such as ground water contamination and dangerous buildings, have 

been addressed. 

 

Land Use Vision  

Low density residential will continue in the R-1 and R-2 districts. Multi-family can be found in existing 

apartments in R-3 or R-4 districts, and in downtown.  At the nexus of Highways 18 & 76 and the river, the 

downtown district is the primary focus of economic activity, with some existing industries scattered outside 

of downtown along major roads.  Additional commercial expansion is limited due to land constraints.  Much 

of the remaining land area in the community will be largely maintained & protected as conservation areas. 
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CHAPTER 1:  CITY OVERVIEW 

Introduction 

Development of MarquetteΩǎ comprehensive plan begins with an overview of the city based on known 

information from past to present and projections for the future.  This section gives an overview of location, 

history, demographic trends and background information. 

Location 

Marquette is located in Clayton County in the northeast corner of the State of Iowa.  The city is bordered to 

the east by the Mississippi River, to the north by Allamakee County, and to the south by the City of 

McGregor with which it shares a boundary.  US Highway 18 runs east and west and Iowa Highways 76 and 

13 runs north and south.  These are major arteries that serve the community.  US Highway 18 runs east 

across the river connecting to Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin (a major retail and job center for the community).  

The Iowa Chicago and Eastern railroad (I C & E railroad) enters Marquette from the west and then runs 

north and south along the Mississippi River.  Marquette covers an area of about 1.22 square miles (City-

Data.com, 2023).   

Figure 1 provides a map of the community, and Figure 2 shows the location of Marquette within the state 

and county.  

Figure 1: Map of Marquette 

 

Figure 2: Context Map 
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Brief History of Marquette 

Fathers Marquette & Joliet first discovered the Marquette area in June 17, 1673.  Thomas Osborne laid out 

Marquette (formerly North McGregor) on July 21, 1858, and it was incorporated in 1874. The settlement, 

located directly across the Mississippi River from Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, first came into prominence as 

the terminal point of the railroad to the west.  The community was renamed Marquette on March 29, 1920. 

At that time it was the largest railroad terminus in Iowa and employed over 400 at the rail yard. There were 

many established businesses and two churches.  

The railroad Pontoon Bridge was built in April 1874 and was the largest of its kind in the world. Its use was 

discontinued in 1961 due to the expensive maintenance fees. This also brought a new era to Marquette, as 

the last passenger train stopped in Marquette in 1951.  

The car suspension bridge connecting Prairie du Chien and Marquette was dedicated in June of 1932. At 

that time it was the only suspension bridge crossing the Mississippi River. Prior to the bridge, Marquette 

used three ferries to cross the River. The suspension bridge was dismantled in 1975 after the present 

Marquette -Joliet Bridge was completed on November 17, 1974. 

The Marquette schoolhouse was dedicated January 18, 1924 and housed grades K - 12th. When area 

schools consolidated with McGregor in 1952, the upper grades were bussed to McGregor & grades K - 4th 

from both towns attended school in this building until June of 1986. It now houses an antique mall. 

 



14 | P a g e 

 

Population Characteristics 

The study of population within a comprehensive plan is important because it provides a statistical and 

historical profile of the community.  This section will highlight demographic trends and projections 

compiled for Marquette. 

Population Trends 

The U.S. Census has been tracking population data for Marquette since 1880.  As Figure 3 demonstrates, 

during the 40-year period from 1880 to 1920 the population of Marquette increased quickly from 519 to 

923.  In the years following 1920 there has been a slow decrease in population averaging around -11% per 

decade, with the exception of noticeable increases in populations from 1970 ς 1980 (+4%) and 2010 ς 2020 

(+14%).  Annexation of R-2 areas in north Marquette in recent decades may have had some impact on 

recent population increases.  But overall, since its peak in 1920, Marquette has experienced a 54% decrease 

in population. 

Note, the 2006 Marquette Comprehensive Plan explained that the 2000 Census did not include certain 

neighborhoods in the community, resulting in the city submitting a revised population count of 476, which 

was not reflected in the Census data available through the Iowa Data Center today.   

Figure 3: Historic Population of Marquette, 1880 ς 2020 

 
(U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, Total Populatiion for Marquette: 1850 - 2020) 

Table 1  below shows the change in MarquetteΩǎ population by age group from 2011 to 2020 based on U.S. 

Census American Community Survey 5-Yr Estimates.  Green coloring illustrates the largest age groups in the 

community, or the greatest increase in age group over time. Over 10 years, the largest increases occurred 

in the 15 - 19 and 25 ς 34 year old age groups, and the largest decreases occurred in the 20 ς 24 year old 

and 55 ς 64 year old age groups.  Generalizing these age groups further, children 19 years and under saw 

the greatest increase (+11%), followed by seniors 65+ (1%), while young adults 20 ς 44 and middle-age 

adults 45 ς 64 saw decreases (-5% and -6% respectively).  Despite small decreases, adults 20 ς 44 were the 

largest age bracket in the community through 2020 at about 1/3 of the population, closely followed by 45 ς 

64 year olds (29% of the population).  
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Table 1: Marquette 10-Yr Change in Age Groups 

Sex and Age  
% of Population 

(2011) 
% of Population  

(2020) 
10 yr. Shift in 

Group (%) 

     Male 53.9 52.7 -1.2 

    Female 46.1 47.3 1.2 

    Under 5 years 3.4 3.8 0.4 

    5 to 9 years 0.9 4.5 3.6 

    10 to 14 years 2.5 4.5 2 

    15 to 19 years 1.6 6.7 5.1 

    20 to 24 years 18.1 8.7 -9.4 

    25 to 34 years 9 15.6 6.6 

    35 to 44 years 11.2 8.7 -2.5 

    45 to 54 years 14.6 16.5 1.9 

    55 to 64 years 20 12 -8 

    65 to 74 years 12.5 8.3 -4.2 

    75 to 84 years 5.3 8.3 3 

    85 years and over 0.6 2.7 2.1 

    Median age (years) 47.4 43.6 -3.8 

    18 years and over 91.6 81.5 -10.1 

    65 years and over 18.4 19.2 0.8 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, 2011, 2020) 

  = Largest Group or Greatest % Change  

Table 2 provides a breakdown of race for Marquette. Diversity is limited, with only 5% of the population 

ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ 

Table 2: Race 

  
Number of  
Individuals  

Total Population:  429 
   Population of one race: 413 

      White alone 408 

      Black or African American alone 2 

      American Indian and Alaska Native alone 2 

      Asian alone 0 

      Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander alone 0 

      Some Other Race alone 1 

    Population of two or more races: 16 

Source: (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) 

Population Projections 

Future population statistics can be impacted by several factors, including culture, quality of health care, life 

expectancy and others.  Figure 3 projects the population of Marquette out by decade to the year 2050.  It 

illustrates two growth rate trends: 1) a linear model, in which population is assumed to change at a 

constant amount per unit of time change (with the annualized change of -1.6 people per year based on the 

50 year change between 1970 ς 2020), and 2) an exponential model, ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘe rate of change, 
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not the number of people, that is constant over time (with the annualized rate of -.32% based on a total 

change of -16% for the 50 years between 1970 -2020).  The projected change for both models is a very 

minimal decline over the next 30 years, with a loss of up to 48 individuals with the linear projection (landing 

at 381, a number higher than the 2010 census population of 375).  That said, the city has actually seen a 

slight increase in population over the last 20 years from 2000 - 2020.  If that shorter change trend was 

applied to the projection models, very slight increases would be seen in the future instead. 

Figure 4: City Population Projection, 1950-2050 

 

Source:; (UERPC, 2023); (U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, Total Populatiion for Marquette: 1850 - 2020) 

City Population Summary 

Marquette has a population of 429 as of the 2020 Census, up approximately 14% from the 2010 Census, but 

down minimally when larger historical population change over the last 50 years is considered.  Projections 

indicate that the population will decline very slightly over the next 30 years based on the 50 year history, 

but largely remain stable. 

The largest age brackets in the community through 2020 are the 25 ς 34 year old and 45 ς 64 year old 

cohorts, while the very young and very old age occupy a smaller portion of the overall population.  That 

said, children 19 years and under saw the greatest increase since the 2010 census (+11%), followed by 

seniors 65+ (1%).  Consideration should be given to needed housing, amenities and services for all age 

groups, with a potential focus being the special needs of growing age groups, including children/families 

and seniors. 
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CHAPTER 2:  COMMUNITY CHARACTER AND CULTURE 

Community Character Vision: 

Marquette has a small-town atmosphere & is known for its scenic beauty. It is a desirable location for 

families, and spaces for community engagement, recreation, & enjoyment are prevalent.  Residents also 

take advantage of activities in the broader region. Volunteer groups and community organizations are 

engaged.  And public art and beautification have been pursued and create further appeal in the community. 

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

 

Important Events & Activities: 
Downtown & river-related 
activities are highly valued, 

whether a community event or 
something via a local business.  

The Driftless Area Wetland 
Centre also provides many 
engagement opportunities. 

Important Arts and Culture: 
The Depot Museum, Emma Big 

Bear Foundation, & nearby 
parks (Effigy Mounds, Pikes 

Peak) provide key connections 
to history in the area 

What 3 words would you use to describe an ideal  
future for Marquette?  

 

 

Visual & Social Aspects: 
Valuing and experiencing the 
river and natural areas is key.  
The city has sought multiple 

designations drawing on these 
strengths (e.g. Tree City USA, 

Bird Friendly City, Port of 
Discovery). 

Priorities: 
More connection to the river via 

access, views, activities, etc.  
Incorporation of community art.  

Staying connected with 
opportunities in the greater 
region.  Strong community 
groups and volunteerism. 
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Introduction 

Community character encompasses the characteristics that make a city unique.  The physical character of a 

community, such as its architectural styles or open space, are visually apparent.  Other qualities are less 

tangible, such as heritage, culture and values.  Community character encompasses those visual and social 

aspects that are important to the quality of life in Marquette.   

Panoramic scenic beauty, abundant natural areas, and a downtown shaped by its proximity to the 

Mississippi River and its bluffs creates strong physical and visual character for Marquette.  These conditions 

have limited development in the community, but also provide inherent strengths and draw to the area with 

regards to outdoor recreation and tourism.  The community has sought designations recognizing these 

attributes, such as Tree City USA, Mississippi Flyway, Iowa Scenic Byways Route, and Iowa Great Places with 

McGregor as Ports of Discovery. 

The following sections touch on cultural assets in Marquette but is in no way an all-inclusive list. 

Events and Activities 

Events that bring people to downtown and the river are prevalent and highly valued.  Some of these rely on 

fair weather conditions, and other activities are available year-round.  Overall, the community would like to 

continue to build year-round draw and engagement for both visitors and families.  Continuing to foster 

strong and diverse community groups and volunteerism -- such as through local boards, the Bench Bunch, 

the Action Club, and the McGregor-Marquette Chamber -- will ensure that these activities persist and 

expand in the future: 

Lazy River Beer & Wine Festival 

Maiden Voyage Riverboat Tours 

Music on the River (Friday nights) 

Eagles Landing Winery Events 

Driftless Area Wetland Centre & Activities 

Casino Queen 

Depot Museum and Welcome Center & Events 

Emma Big Bear Foundation Event 

Canadian Pacific Holiday Train 

Flea Market Under the Bridge 

4th of July parade & fireworks 

Tom Sawyer Adventure Days 

Recreation and Natural Resources 
 
Marquette offers abundant recreational opportunities including fishing, hiking, biking, bird watching, 

boating, canoeing/kayaking, and more.  Options for recreation include both public and privately-owned 

venues and activities, within city limits and nearby:  

 
City Park 
River View Pier 
Driftless Area Wetlands Centre  
Bloody Run Campground  
Effigy Mounds National Monument 
Pikes Peak State Park 

River Bluffs Scenic Byway 
Great River Road National Scenic Byway 
Ice Rink on the Bench & neighborhood parks 
Public boat launch 
Marina & boat slips 
Gravel bike trails
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Arts and Culture 

The McGregor-Marquette Center for the Arts provides opportunities to experience art in a variety of forms, 

including paintings, drawings, photography, printmaking, sculpture, fiber, ceramics, music, dance, film, 

video, poetry, spoken, performing, literary art events, art classes for children and adults, and performances 

of music, dance, film and more. Performances and music are also provided through Music on the River 

events through the summer, the Eagles Landing Winery, and at the Driftless Area Wetland Centre.  

Historic Sites and Groups 

The Marquette Depot Museum celebrates the 

town's railroad history with exhibits of historic 

railroad artifacts.  And the Emma Big Bear 

Foundation has a mission to educate the public 

about and to preserve hand-made baskets and 

jewelry, artifacts, photos, paintings, traditions, 

history and stories of EMMA BIG BEAR and her 

Winnebago ("Ho-Chunk") people.   

The National Historic Preservation Act was passed by Congress in 1966.  The Act pledged Federal matching 

funds for historic preservation, authorized the National Register of Historic Places, and provided a measure 

of legal protection for registered properties.  While Marquette does not have a site currently listed on the 

National Register, the city will identify eligible sites and pursue endeavors to secure such a designation as 

such opportunities arise. 
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Character and Culture Action Plan  

(See Implementation Section for Action Plan Methodology) 

*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

Goal 1: Enhance and expand community events that draw people downtown and 

engage them with the river  

(HIGH PRIORITY)  (9 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Revitalize the flea market 

Strategy 1.2:  Increase Depot Museum events and information 

Strategy 1.3:  Pursue activities to build art and culture, such as a community art event or public art 
installations 

Strategy 1.4: Continue successful river events that attract people downtown and consider new events (e.g. 
jet ski race, bluff side river viewing, etc.) 

Goal 2: Work with McGregor on synergistic efforts /activities  that benefit both cities   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (8 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Support the McGregor-Marquette Chamber of Commerce 

Strategy 2.2:  Consider annual community branding event, potentially in partnership with McGregor 

Strategy 2.3:  Complete Trees Forever Living Roadways Visioning to look at trail connections to McGregor 
& in Marquette 

Goal 3: Build age -diverse volunteer/community groups to bring new perspectives, ideas,  

and energy  

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (6 Votes)  

Strategy 3.1:  Encourage participation in Action Club and Fire/EMS response 

Strategy 3.2:  Improve outreach to different age groups  based on their communication styles 

Strategy 3.3:  Study and replicate Driftless Area Wetland Center (DAWC) board successes in strengthening 
other key groups (Action Club, Historical Society, Chamber, etc.) 
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CHAPTER 3:  HOUSING 

Housing Vision & Community Input on Housing: 

Marquette has a diversity of housing options available to meet the needs of different age and income 

groups, and housing is considered attainable and affordable.  The housing stock is high quality through 

vigilant maintenance and updating efforts by owners and the community.  And the city has pursued 

incentives and initiatives to do its part in addressing housing needs for current and future residents. 

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK 

 

FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

Housing Characteristics: 
Many homes are older, and some are in 
disrepair.  Small to mid-sized homes in 

downtown & the Bench, and larger homes 
in Timber Ridge, multi-family at 

Roundhouse apartments, café & as upper 
story.  Buildable lots in Timber Ridge, 

while other areas would require 
demo/infill.  Challenge of single-family 

homes being occupied by one person or 
seniors, versus families.   

Housing Accessibility + Affordability: 
Homes need to be affordable based on local incomes, but 

generally prices are higher right now.  Homes in 
downtown & bench are low to mid-range in price, and 
homes in Timber Ridge are higher priced. Young people 

are having a hard time affording buying.  Very few houses 
for sale, and there is great need for mid-range single 
family homes.  New interest in buying/building from 

people moving back, implants from larger cities, etc. Not 
all vacant units are available (may be sitting empty but 

not sold or used for short term rentals).   

Existing Housing Programs & Incentives: 
Urban Renewal Tax Incentives 

Opportunities/Priorities for Housing: 
Make more housing available in general.  Duplexes are 

versatile and liked by developers. Upper story housing for 
more rentals.  Continue to make more single family 

available.   

2 MOST preferred or highest approval  2 LEAST preferred or worst approval  
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Introduction 

Housing Characteristics are indicative of the social and economic conditions of a community and are an 

important element of a comprehensive plan.  Information in this section provides data about the current 

housing stock as well as identifies significant changes in the number of housing units and other housing 

characteristics.  The ability of a community to provide an adequate housing supply for all persons and 

income levels is integral to its economic prosperity and the wellbeing of its inhabitants. 

Existing Housing Characteristics 

Tables 3 ς 4 provide housing information from the 2020 Census counts and the 2020 and 2021 American 

Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates. 

Households 

Marquette tends to have smaller household sizes than other geographies.  Over half are 1-person (a 

number closer to only 1/3 at the county and state level) and another 1/3rd are 2-person households.  4-

person-or-more households are much less common at only 8.6% (half that of the county and state levels).   

Table 3: Households 

Statistic Iowa Clayton Co. Marquette 

Total Housing Units* 1,412,789 8,758 255 
HOUSEHOLDS:  
Average household size 2.40 2.28 1.84 

Households with 1 or more people under 18 29.5% 24.3% 19.3% 

Householders living alone (65 years+) 12.4% 14.4% 13.1% 

% moved in since 2015 32% 27% 35% 

% moved in 1989 or before 14% 21% 20% 

Household Size:    

1-person 29.8% 32% 52%  

2-person 36.6% 39.5% 32.8% 

3-person 13.3% 10.5% 6.6% 

4-person-or-more 20.3% 18% 8.6%  
Source:  (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) (United States Census Bureau, 2020: DEC 

Redistricting Data (PL 94-171)) 

Table 4 provides a comparison of the total number of housing units over time between Marquette, the 

county and state.  The city noted an increase of housing units from 2010 to 2020 similar to the growth in 

housing units experienced at the state level (+15%). 

Table 4: Number of Housing Units, Change Over Time 

Source:  (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) (United States Census Bureau, 2020: DEC 

Redistricting Data (PL 94-171)) 

Community 2000 2010 2020 # Unit Change 
2000 - 2020 

% Change,  
2000 - 2020 

Marquette 222 216 255 33 15% 

Clayton County 8,619 8,999 8,758 400 4% 

State of Iowa  1,232,511 1,336,417 1,412,789 130,108 15% 
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Housing Occupancy 

82% of housing units in Marquette are occupied and 18% are vacant.  The greatest proportion of vacant 

ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ άǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƻǊ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜέ όпр҈ύΣ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

the county and state.  No vacant units were estimated to be available for sale.   

Table 5: Housing Occupancy 

Statistic Iowa Clayton Co. Marquette 

Total Housing Units* 1,412,789 8,758 255 
OCCUPANCY : 

Occupied* 1,288,560 7,315 208 

Vacant* 124,229 1,443 47 

Vacant - for rent 19% 10% 33% 

Vacant - for sale only 9% 8% 0%  

Seasonal, recreational, or occasional use 18% 38% 45%  

Other vacant 44% 43% 21% 
Source:  (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) (United States Census Bureau, 2020: DEC 

Redistricting Data (PL 94-171)) 

Housing Tenure 

Marquette has a higher proportion of renter occupied housing units than other geographies, at almost half 

the total housing units (48%).  Almost all owner-occupied homes are 1-unit attached or detached structures 

(which can include duplexes).  Of these, just under half (44%) are 1-person households, a number much 

higher than the county or state. 

Table 6: Housing Tenure 

Statistic Iowa Clayton Co. Marquette 

Total Housing Units* 1,412,789 8,758 255 
TENURE:  

Owner occupied housing units: 906,967 / 71% 5,550 / 73% 128 /  53%  

1-person household: 216,074 /  24% 1,375 /  25% 56 / 44%  

1-unit attached or detached 191,774 / 89% 1,324 / 96% 54 / 96% 

2-person household 367,181 2,508 47 / 37% 

3-person household 123,535 620 4 / 3% 

4+person household 200,177 1,047 21 / 16% 

Renter Occupied Housing Units: 366,974 / 29% 2,013 /  27% 116 / 48%  

1-person household: 163,174 / 44% 1,045 / 52% 71 / 61% 

2-person household 98,491 476 33 / 28% 

3-person household 46,329 175 12 / 10% 

4+person household 58,980 317 0 / 0% 
Source:  (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) (United States Census Bureau, 2020: DEC 

Redistricting Data (PL 94-171)) 

 

 



24 | P a g e 

 

Structural Characteristics 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǳƴƛǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ōǳǘ оф҈ ƻŦ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ н-or-more 

unit, a number two times higher than the state and three times higher than the county.  

Table 7: Housing Types 

Statistic Iowa Clayton Co. Marquette 

Total Housing Units* 1,412,789 8,758 255 
HOUSING TYPE:  
1-unit structures 78.6 84.0 59.8 

2-or-more-unit structures 18.1 13.0 39.3  

Mobile homes and all other types of units 3.4 3.0 0.8 

Age Characteristics 

Table 8 compares the age of existing housing units in Marquette to the county and state.  Aging homes of 

ул ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀȅǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ όоу҈ύΣ 

exceeding rates for older structures across the state.  And over half of the housing stock in the city is over 

50 years old.  A higher percentage of older housing represents a high probability of maintenance issues 

inherent in older homes: plumbing, electrical, roofing, energy efficiency and handicap accessibility.  Also, 

according to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), housing units built prior to 1980 

contain the highest potential for lead paint hazards.  

Table 8: Housing Age Summary 

Statistic Iowa Clayton Co. Marquette 

Total Housing Units* 1,412,789 8,758 255 
HOUSING AGE:  

% built before 1940 25% 37% 38%  

% built before 1970 50% 57% 54% 
Source: (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) 

Table 9: Age of Housing Units in 2021 (Estimates) 

Year Unit was 
Built 

State of Iowa Marquette 

Number Percent Number Percent 

2020 or later 2406 0% 0 0% 

2010 - 2019 104,748 7% 17 6% 

2000 - 2009 152,309 11% 19 7% 

1990-1999 146,025 10% 82 29% 

1980-1989 101,234 7% 14 5% 

1970-1979 199,152 14% 10 4% 

1960-1969 140,013 10% 12 4% 

1950-1959 140,461 10% 18 6% 

1940-1949 69,256 5% 7 2% 

1939 or earlier 351,496 25% 102 36% 

Total 1,407,100  281  
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-Year Estimates, 2021) 
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Value Characteristics 

Median home value2 in Marquette is $115,900.  39% of units are valued below $100,000, and around 25% 

are valued above $200,000.  As shown in Table 11, the number of housing units valued at less than $50,000 

has decreased significantly from 2010 to 2021; meanwhile the number of units valued higher at between 

$150,000 - $299,999 has increased noticeably.  

Table 10: Housing Value 

Statistic Iowa Clayton Co. Marquette 

Total Housing Units* 1,412,789 8,758 255 
HOUSING VALUE:  
Median home value ($) $153,900 $131,600 $115,900 

Less than $100,000 value (%) 28% 36% 39% 

$200,000 or more value (%) 34% 25% 22% 
Source:  (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) (United States Census Bureau, 2020: DEC 

Redistricting Data (PL 94-171)) 

Table 11: Value of Owner-Occupied Single Family Dwelling Units in Marquette 

Unit Value 
Ranges 

2010 2021 (Est.) 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Less than $50,000 30 26.8  7 4.7  

50,000-99,999 57 50.9 62 41.6 

100,000-149,999 16 14.3 32 21.5 

150,000-199,999 2 1.8 22 14.8 

200,000-299,999 7 6.3 20 13.4 

300,000-499,999 0 0.0 6 4.0 

500,000 or more 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-Year Estimates, 2021); (U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-Year Estimates, 2010) 

Table 12 provides median value for owner-occupied units over time.  Marquette, Clayton County and Iowa 

all noted increases from 2000 to 2020.  The cityΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜ has historically been lower than the county 

and state, but it experienced a more significant jump than the state between 2010 and 2020. 

Table 12: Median Value of Owner Occupied Units Change 

Community 2000 2010 2020 (est) % Change, 2000 - 2010 % Change, 2010 - 2020 

Marquette 67,100 84,400 115,900 25.8% 37.3 % 

Clayton County 66,400 96,500 131,600 45.3% 36.4% 

State of Iowa 82,500 119,200 153,900 44.5% 29.1% 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, 2000 & 2010); (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject 

Tables) 

 
2 άValueέ is the census respondent's estimate of how much the property (house and lot, mobile home and lot, or 
condominium unit) would sell for if it were for sale. For vacant units, value was the price asked for the property. 
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Housing Affordability  

Housing affordability is an important consideration for the city and its residents.  Affordable homes can 

attract and retain employees to the city.  This can be a selling point and a competitive advantage for area 

employers and a healthy mix of housing options ensures opportunities for all individuals to improve their 

economic situation and contribute to their communities.  Figure 5 indicates the median home value and 

median household income for Marquette.  Comparing home values to median household income is one 

way of monitoring affordability.  ¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ  Lƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜΣ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ 

median housing values to median income.  Using this comparison, the median value of a home in 

Marquette is approximately three times the median household income for 2020.  This places the local 

housing market just within the affordable range for residents based on median value & incomes.  However, 

feedback from planning participants was that generally prices are higher right now in the city, and young 

people in particular are having a hard time affording such a purchase. 

Figure 5: Median Home Value Compared to Median Household Income 

 

Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-Yr Estimates, 2020);  

Another generally accepted definition of affordability is that a household pay no more than 30% of its 

annual income on housing.  Families who pay more than 30% of their income for housing are considered 

cost burdened and may have difficulty affording necessities such as food, clothing, transportation and 

medical care (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2012).  As Table 13 indicates, over 1/3rd  

of the cƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ unaffordable by HUD standards, a 

higher percentage than that at the county and state levels. 

Table 13: Housing Costs 

Statistic Iowa Clayton Co. Marquette 

Total Housing Units* 1,412,789 8,758 255 
HOUSING COSTS:  
Housing units with mortgage: 
Selected monthly owner costs as % of 
household income is 30% + (% of units) 

19% 24% 34% 

Gross rent as % of household income is 30% + 
(% of units) 

43% 31% 27% 

$39,000

$115,900

$117,000

$0 $40,000 $80,000 $120,000

Median Household Income

Median Home Value

Maximum Affordable Housing Value
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Housing Projections 

Housing projection data is pulled from the 2022 Clayton County Housing Study. The study describes that it 

ƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ άƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜέ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘτthat is, demand 

ǎǘŜƳƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ a lack of suitable housing, as well 

as existing residents who have combined households due to a lack of suitable housing.  Planning 

participants were able to anecdotally provide input on that issue, explaining the increased local demand for 

housing is froƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŀŘŀǊΦ  .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ the 

county housing study provides some analysis of future housing demand by looking at projected households, 

housing units, and affordability/accessibility issues, and is described more fully below. 

Figure 6 provides projected households and housing units based on multiple scenarios. These tables utilize 

U.S. Census data for number of households and units and incorporate additional data to project future 

housing. With a baseline year of 2020, the tables take the total households from the 2020 census and apply 

the Clayton County projected change/growth rate from Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. to produce 

projected households for 2030, 2040, and 2050. The tables then take the total housing units from the 2020 

census and apply data from the Clayton County Assessor for the average new home construction rate and 

ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǘǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ όάƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƻǎǎέύ based on housing condition data, to estimate housing unit 

numbers for 2030, 2040, and 2050. The status quo projection simply shows the total households and 

housing units and the balance projected out to 2050 if construction and attrition stay roughly the same as 

they have been. Then, the additional scenarios illustrate what the balance looks like based on increases or 

decreases in housing supply resulting from no attrition, no new construction, or both.  

Figure 6: Projected Households & Housing Units 

 
Source: (Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission, 2022) 
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Based on 2020 U.S. Census numbers, Marquette has 255 housing units, 208 of which are occupied housing 

units (i.e. households), which makes it appear as if there is a 47 vacant unit surplus.  Using the county level 

population change rate, households in Marquette are shown to go down between 2020 and 2050, while 

housing units would continue to increase based on current construction and attrition rates.  However, only 

33% of vacant units are available for sale or rent, meaning the actual surplus in units would be closer to 

only 15 ς 16 units for the status quo scenario.  This surplus increases through the following decades 

assuming population continues to go down, with the greatest surpluses occurring in the status quo or no 

attrition scenarios.   

This ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ 

overall housing units to the number of households.  Housing and rentals come at various price points and 

will be more or less accessible as housing depending on household incomes.  Table 14 looks at current 

housing needs and gaps utilizing U.S. Census data for households, income and housing values/rents. A 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ōȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŜκǊŜƴǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ άƳƛǎƳŀǘŎƘέ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

household income brackets versus ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ bŜŜŘέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƻƴ 

the right side of the table shows where the specific shortages are.  Based on this analysis, Marquette needs 

70 units in the <$50,000 price range or <$399 rental range, eleven units in the $150,000 - $199,999 price 

range or $1,250 - $1,499 rental range, and four units in the >$300,000 or $>2,000 rental range.  The study 

emphasizes that housing shortages and surpluses can be explained by many different phenomena and 

interpreted in different ways.  For example, people living in lower-income households tend to have the 

least housing choice based on supply and affordability; a shortage of affordable housing corresponding to 

these household incomes likely means that many lower-income households are living in unaffordable 

housing and devoting larger portions of their income to housing costs. At the higher end of the household 

income spectrum, a shortage of corresponding housing could mean that higher-income households are, by 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅΣ άǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 

affordability spectrum is interconnected & interdependent; increasing supply in one affordability level can 

have the effect of freeing up housing & increasing supply in other affordability levels. 

Table 14: Marquette Current Housing Needs & Gaps 

 
Source: (Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission, 2022) 
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Housing Summary 

Marquette tends to have smaller household sizes than other geographies, with almost half of single-family 

homes taken up by 1-person households.  At the same time, very few homes are for sale locally.  According 

ǘƻ ¦Φ{Φ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ ƴƻ ǾŀŎŀƴǘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ όŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭΣ 

ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƻǊ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ǳǎŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-family homes 

for sale in general. So, housing options are difficult to find and inhabitation of single-family homes by non-

families or temporary residents may be adding to the issue. Community survey respondents identified 

single family residential development as the 2nd most preferred type of development in the future to help 

ease this shortage.  Providing more housing options for smaller or non-family households could be a 

solution too.  While Marquette tends to comparatively have a higher percentage of multi-unit structures 

currently, additional provision of duplexes and multi-family housing  could be a benefit by offering one and 

two person household options and increasing availability of single-family homes for larger households.   

Addressing the use of housing for seasonal or temporary use is a harder challenge to address with the 

ability of cities to regulate this type of thing fairly limited.  At the same time, recreation and tourism is an 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ōŀǎŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ appear to be uniform support for 

discouraging temporary residents or visitors.  For this reason, addressing this particular issue pertaining to 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƻǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƛǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

Over half ƻŦ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ оу҈ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ул ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

high probability of maintenance issues and update needs for housing.  The maintenance of older homes can 

be a struggle for some city residents as the cost to rehabilitate and maintain an older home is often 

prohibitive.  These homes, if left uncared for, can lead to blighted and unsalable properties.  Further, 

housing characteristics such as style, quality, energy efficiency, size, move-in condition, amenities and less 

maintenance are in demand in the current market.  Therefore, utilizing housing programs that promote the 

repair and rehabilitation of aging units will be important in the future as they can aid in bringing home 

appeal and value up to make structures both more livable and more marketable.    

It is difficult to make a sweeping case for or against housing affordability in the community, but it is safe to 

say that affordable housing for lower income households appears to be a need.  Based on a generalized 

analysis of median household income and median home values the housing market appears to be within 

reach of residents.  However, over 1/3rd of units with a mortgage have monthly owners costs exceeding 

30% of household income, which is considered unaffordable according to Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) standards.  Further, planning participants indicated that housing prices appeared to be higher than 

normal, making it harder for some to buy, especially young purchasers.  And finally, an in-depth analysis of 

local income and housing value/rent groupings shows that there are housing shortages at several levels 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ тл ǳƴƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

<$50,000 price range or <$399 rental range, eleven units in the $150,000 - $199,999 price range or $1,250 - 

$1,499 rental range, and four units in the >$300,000 or $>2,000 rental range.   

While housing units in the community have increased over time, demand still appears to be exceeding 

supply.  Community input during the planning process was that mid-range single family homes are a 

particular need, which was reflected to a degree in the housing gap analysis.  However, the shortage of 
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lower value housing and rents was even more significant.  People living in lower-income households tend to 

have the least housing choice based on supply and affordability; a shortage of affordable housing 

corresponding to these household incomes likely means that many lower-income households are living in 

unaffordable housing and devoting larger portions of their income to housing costs. Housing assistance in 

the form of first time home buyer assistance, rental assistance, downpayment assistance and increased 

multi-family options may help meet housing needs for lowŜǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

remember that the housing affordability spectrum is interconnected and interdependent. A shortage of mid 

to upper level housing could mean that higher-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ŀǊŜΣ ōȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅΣ άǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 

that would be affordable to households of lower incomes.  So, increasing the supply of mid-range homes 

may have the effect of both addressing shortages there, and also freeing up lower value housing to increase 

supply for lower income groups.   
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Housing Action Plan 

(See Implementation Section for Methodology of Action Plan) 
*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

Goal 1: Aggressively pursue meeting housing needs of the  community   

(HIGH PRIORITY) (10 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Provide senior housing so that single-family homes are available to workers & families 

Strategy 1.2:  Utilize Low-to-Moderate Income funds for Housing Trust Fund Match and other housing 
incentives & programs 

Strategy 1.3:  Connect home buyers with First Time Home Buyer & down payment programs 

Strategy 1.4:  Take an active, leading role around housing, including incentives (TIF, abatement, cost 
sharing, cooperative financing, grants, etc.), convening property owners & developers, and more 

Goal 2: Improve the quality of existing housing & neighborhoods   

(HIGH PRIORITY) (10 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Encourage single family and rental housing updates to improve safety, quality and energy 
efficiency 

Strategy 2.2:  Pursue housing redevelopment when existing units are considered dilapidated, a health 
hazard, substandard 

Strategy 2.3:  Consider plan for city to acquire, then renovate or remove, substandard housing as it 
becomes available 

Strategy 2.4:  Preservation and enhancement of existing neighborhoods, beautification, etc. 

Strategy 2.5:  With redevelopment, consider options for deconstruction and reuse of materials, versus just 
demolition 

Goal 3: Provide affordable housin g options relevant to local incomes  

(HIGH PRIORITY) (10 Votes)  

Strategy 3.1:  Provide low-income rental housing, according to the county housing needs assessment (+73 
units) 

Strategy 3.2:  Provide new mid-range, single family housing ($150 - $200K, +11 units) & high-range SF 
housing (>$150K, +4 units), according to the county housing needs assessment 

Goal 4: Support efforts to increase the supply of new housing   

(LOW PRIORITY)  (4 Votes)  

Strategy 4.1:  Incorporate upper story housing in downtown buildings. 

Strategy 4.2:  Inventory & assess vacant lots that might serve for housing infill. 

Strategy 4.3:  Consider public-private partnerships with developers for redevelopment or infill of housing 

Strategy 4.4:  Incorporate duplexes as high-quality, affordable multi-family housing that can be 
incorporated in a variety of districts 

Strategy 4.5:  Rezone planned residential areas north of the subdivision to R-2 
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CHAPTER 4:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Economic Development Vision 

The local economy thrives on a year-round basis.  Business development to revitalize downtown has been 
pursued and incentivized.  Major employers contributing to the economic base have been supported, and 
the needs of the local workforce are met.  Tourism remains an economic strength, and the city has adapted 
and coordinated to capitalize on this. 
 

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

 
 

Economic Base: 
Overall, limited # of local 

businesses.  Outdoor 
recreation & tourism is a 

draw. Gencor & casino are 
large businesses.  Schools 
employ a lot.  Downtown 

business district important.  
Large developments not 
ideal due to space limits. 

Labor Force: 
Industries in need of skilled 

workforce.  Limited pay.  
Workforce struggling to 
find housing.  Labor in 

certain industries hit hard 
(e.g. restaurants). 

With economic development, what types of  
businesses do you think would benefit Marquette?  
 

¶ Food / dini ng options  (14 votes) 

¶ Shops (7 votes) 

¶ Natural resources / recreation  (7 votes) 

¶ Tourism (6 votes) 

Opportunities/Priorities: 
Improve downtown (mixed 

uses, shopping, dining). 
Infill & redevelopment key.  

Capitalize on assets (e.g. 
tourism).  Support worker 
needs (e.g. housing). Work 
from home professionals 

may be future trend. 

Incentives/Programs: 
City has Urban Renewal 
Plan already.  More tax 
incentives needed to 

attract & keep downtown 
businesses, and to 
encourage housing. 

2 MOST preferred  

2 LEAST preferred  
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Introduction 

9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

environment.  Knowing this information can help community leaders develop a plan to create sustained 

economic growth which is important for providing sufficient incomes, profitable business opportunities for 

local employers and tax revenues for the city.  Private sector investment is an important factor for 

economic growth, but there are many initiatives that jurisdictions can also support to encourage 

investments where the community feels they are needed the most, whether to improve the workforce or 

support businesses.  This section will provide background on the cityΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

structure and set forth goals for future economic development in the city. 

Labor Force 

!ƴ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƭŀōƻǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ community.  Right 

now across the region, aging workforces and a shortage of critical talent are big issues facing rural 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ  ! ŦǳƭƭŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀōƻǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ŝducation 

levels, labor force participation, unemployment rates and key issues impacting employees, such as 

childcare, transportation and housing.  After understanding the make-up and challenges of the local labor 

force, a community can further seek out opportunities and partnerships to better develop its workforce to 

meet existing business needs.   

Labor Force Characteristics 

Table 15 breaks down labor force characteristics for the population 16 years and over in Marquette, 

Clayton County, and the state.  The city has a higher percentage of people, and parents in particular, in the 

labor force than these other geographies.  At 1.8%, unemployment rates are currently low in the 

community and are at similar levels to other areas.   

Table 15:  Labor Force Characteristics 

 
Source: (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) 
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Educational Attainment 

Table 16 compares education levels for Marquette, the county and state.  As is common for rural areas in 

Iowa, the majority of residents graduated from high school and some went on to obtain college experience.  

The cityΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΤ ōƻǘƘ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

below the state with regards to the percentage of adults that completed a bachelor's degree or higher, but 

are similar to the state in the percentage ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ  

Residents with lower education levels may have a harder time finding employment that pays a living wage 

capable of supporting a family.  

Table 16: Educational Attainment 

 
Source: (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) 

Income and Poverty 

Figure 7 illustrates household income levels according to the 2010 and 2020 U.S. Census ACS 5-Year 

Estimates.  Median household income in 2020 was $39,000 for the city (about 63% that of the state level), 

and almost 70% of household incomes were below $50,000.  Mean household income was $47,616.  In 

comparing household income groupings between 2010 and 2020, the greatest increase was in the $15,000 

ς $24,999 bracket (+9%), while the greatest decreases occurred in the $10,000 - $14,999 (-11%) and 

$50,000 - $74,999 (-11%) brackets. 

Table 18 illustrates poverty statistics for the community, county and state.  In considering the whole 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǇŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мм ς 12%.  

However, the city has noticeably higher rates of poverty for certain groups in comparison with other areas, 

including for families (almost twice the state level), for families with children under 5 (over four times the 

state level), for families with female householders with no spouse present and children under 5 (39% 

increase above state level), and for children under 18 (36% increase above state level). 
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Table 17: Household Income Summary 

 

Figure 7: Household Income Change, 2010 - 2020 

 

Table 18: Poverty Summary 
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Commuting 

An inflow / outflow analysis of job counts indicates that a higher percentage of workers live outside of 

Marquette and commute in for jobs (68%), than workers who live in Marquette and commute outside for 

jobs (30%).  Very few individuals both live in and work in the community (<20).  Figure 8 indicates where 

working residents are typically employed.  Prairie du Chien is the most common location, followed by 

Marquette itself.  After that, workers spread out to communities largely in Clayton County, or south to 

larger metros (Des Moines, etc.).  As shown in Figure 9 residents most often drive less than 10 miles to their 

job.  Figure 10 ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ Řǳ /ƘƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ aŎDǊŜƎƻǊ 

being very common.  Workers coming from Guttenberg, Elkader and Monona are also common.  Workers 

traveling to work in Marquette most typically have 10 ς 24 mile commutes, followed by less than 10 mile 

commutes (Figure 11). 

Figure 8: Top Places of Employment, Residents 

 
Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau, Center for Economic Studies, 

2019) 

Figure 9: Travel Distance to Work, Residents 

Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau, Center for Economic Studies, 

2019) 

Figure 10: Marquette Workers Home Destinations 

 
Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau, Center for Economic Studies, 

2019) 

Figure 11: Travel Distance to Work, Marquette Workers 

 
Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau, Center for Economic Studies, 

2019)
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Economic Base 

Resident Employment by Industry and Occupation  

Employment by industry identifies the types of industries in which the residents of Marquette are 

employed.  As noted in the commuting section, many of these industries are located outside of the city.  

Table 19 indicates that the three leading employment industries for residents are (in order) Manufacturing 

(+11% above state level), Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, Accommodations & Food Services (15% above 

state level), and Retail Trade (7% above state level). 

Table 19: Leading Industries for Marquette Residents 

 
Source: (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) 

Table 20 classifies employees into categories by occupation for the city, county and state.  Occupations 

describe the type of work in which an employee is engaged, regardless of the industry.  For residents in the 

city the first ranked occupation is Production, Transportation, Material Moving and the second ranked 

occupation is Service Occupations. 
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Table 20: Occupation Classification of Marquette Residents 

 
Source: (United States Census Bureau, 2020 ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables) 

Marquette Industries 

According to the Iowa Workforce Development Employer Database, there are 28 employers in the 

community (Iowa Workforce Development, 2023).  Figure 12 illustrates the breakdown of employer 

establishments by type.  Accommodation and Food Services, Public Administration, Retail, and 

Manufacturing are the most common industries.  Figure 13 illustrates the breakdown of employers by size 

class.  Most establishments would be considered small, with only 1 ς 4 employees, but two major 

employers exist with 100 ς 249 employees each (Bituma Corp and the Casino Queen Marquette).  Also fairly 

ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ /ŀǎŜȅΩǎ Dŀǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ /ƻōōƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ Lƴƴ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{5! CƻǊŜǎǘ 

Service each employ between 10 ς 19 employees.  Finally, Figure 14 illustrates the breakdown of employers 

by estimated annual sales.  Annual sales between $1,000 - $499,999 are most common for local businesses.  

Establishments falling into higher annual sales classes are the major employers, as well as the 

transportation company, gas station, bank and winery.   

Figure 12: Number of Marquette Employers by Type 
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Figure 14: Number of Employers by Size Class 

  
 

Retail 

The Iowa State University (ISU) Extension and Outreach FY 2021 Retail Trade Analysis provides some 

additional insight into the retail sector in Marquette, summarized in Table 21 below (Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach, 2021).  This report counts 27 άretail firmsέ ǿƛǘƘ reported taxable sales, an increase 

of five firms from 10 years earlier.  Despite the increase in firms, the real total taxable sales decreased 

minimally in Marquette from $5.4 million in FY 12 to $5.3 million in FY 21.  However, as shown in Figure 15, 

over the last 10 years Real Per Capita Taxable Sales in the community have consistently been higher than 

the peer average for small cities across the state.  The white rectangles in the figure represent the 25th to 

75th percentiles ranges of values for the peer group, and the solid red circles show actual local per capita 

sales.  Figure 16 provides a comparison of per capita retail sales with nearby cities (all of which are larger 

than Marquette in population), illustrating that the city lands somewhere in the middle. 

Table 21: Marquette Key Retail Indicators 

 

Figure 15: Expected and Actual Sales Per Capita 
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Figure 13: Number of Employers by Annual Sales 
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Figure 16: Per Capita Retail Sales for Nearby Cities 

 

Again, from the ISU retail analysis, Table 22 ǎƘƻǿǎ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ¢ǊŀŘŜ {ǳǊǇƭǳǎ ƻǊ [ŜŀƪŀƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 

which measures the dollar difference between the city's actual sales and its breakeven sales target (the 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴȅ ǎŀƭŜǎ ƭƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ sales to non-

residents).  On the figure, sales above the breakeven level imply a net surplus arising from sales to non-

residents, and sales below the breakeven level suggest a net leakage from residents' spending in other 

retail markets.  The city has had a trade surplus 60% of the time in the last decade. 

Table 22: Marquette Trade Surplus/Leakage ($ millions) 

 

Recreation and Tourism 

Recreation and tourism play an important role in the economic health of the city.  As mentioned earlier, the 

Casino Queen Marquette is a major employer and draw in the community.  In addition, other recreation 

and tourism type businesses that are a draw for the community include the Depot Museum, Eagles Landing 

Winery, and the Driftless Area Wetlands Centre.  Planning participants emphasized how activities on the 

Mississippi River, in the park, and in open spaces are popular for both residents and visitors.  According to 

the Travel Iowa Industry Partners 2021 Economic Impact Report, at a .4% share of visitor spending across 

the state, Clayton County is in about the top 1/3 of counties for tourism economic impacts.  Those 

economic impacts for the county include: 1) 283 jobs, $37 million total in spending, $7.99 million total in 

labor income, and $3.69 million total in local taxes. 
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Economic Development Summary 

Tourism and Recreation 

Natural resource-based tourism and recreation and subsequent visitor spending is a part of the local 

economy that Marquette would like to capitalize on.  The city intends to maintain and protect its natural 

resource and recreational assets, along with continuing its efforts to improve the amenities and 

opportunities related to these amenities, such as trails, businesses, and events.   

Business Retention, Expansion and Growth 

Marquette will support and retain its existing businesses, while promoting new entrepreneurs and 

businesses.  New large development is not ideal in the community due to space limitations and the natural 

surroundings, including the bluffs, river, creek and rolling hills.  However, the downtown district has 

infrastructure in place and provides several opportunities for rehabilitation and improvement of existing 

buildings and infill development. 

Supporting the Workforce 

Supporting local major employers requires also considering the needs of the workforce.  Planning 

participants provided feedback that employers are in need of skilled workers, but things like transportation, 

housing and childcare are impacting the ability of workers to move to or stay in the area.   
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Economic Development Action Plan 

(See Implementation Section for Methodology of Action Plan)  
*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

Goal 1: Sustainably capitalize on natural resources and outdoor recreation as an 

economic asset for the community   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (7 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Encourage natural resource or outdoor recreation businesses (e.g. eco-tourism, recreation 
equipment, kayak / canoe rentals, guide services, etc.) 

Strategy 1.2:  Promote events & activities that draw people downtown to shop, eat and experience the 
riverfront  

Goal 2: Address workforce needs to better attract and keep residents, and to support 

local employers   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (7 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Expand and improve housing options to support families & workers 

Strategy 2.2:  Be a partner in understanding & addressing workforce childcare needs 

Goal 3: Revitalize downtown to support new & existing businesses, expand upper story 

housing, and stimulate economic activity   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (5 Votes)  

Strategy 3.1:  Complete downtown revitalization planning and projects 

Strategy 3.2:  Infill vacant downtown lots with mixed use development 

Strategy 3.3:  Rehab & updates to buildings 

Strategy 3.4:  Diversify businesses, with emphasis on more food & drink, and retail shopping 

Strategy 3.5:  Support and promote downtown businesses 

Strategy 3.6:  Incorporate pedestrian-friendly improvements (E.g. outdoor dining, landscaping, benches, 
lighting, signage, etc.) 
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CHAPTER 5:  TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation Vision  

Multi-modal transportation options are supported, the sidewalk network complete, and a network of trails 

exists between downtown, residential neighborhoods, nearby McGregor, and surrounding destinations and 

amenities.  The city has coordinated with the Iowa Department of Transportation, the county, and local 

partners to update transportation infrastructure in a manner that ensures safety and connectivity.

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK 

 
 

FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

Transportation Modes: 
Limited public transit and multi-modal trails 

currently.  The evacuation route does serve as a 
walking trail, and there is a multi-modal trail 

heading out of town on Edgar St.     

Existing Transportation System: 
Highway 18 is busy with traffic/trucks.  Traffic backs 

up at railroad crossings.  Some roads need 
maintenance (e.g. Brown St.).  Sidewalk system 

found in some areas and not others. 

Opportunities/Priorities: 
Trail of Two Cities connection to McGregor along 

river.  Multi-purpose trails from downtown to 
Wetland Centre (including box culvert for Hwy 

18 crossing), and Wetland Centre to Bloody Run 
Park.  Trails within Wetland Centre.  Safe 

walking/biking connections from neighborhoods 
to downtown. Shuttle service. 

Transportation Needs or Barriers: 
Need safe walking/biking connection from the 

Bench neighborhood to downtown.  Need safe Hwy 
18 crossing for trail to Wetland Centre. Need to 
overcome barriers for trail to McGregor (e.g. rail 
setback, protection of snail habitat, etc.).  Need 

shuttle options for seniors, visitors, youth, etc. to 
key recreation and destination locations. 

 
 

2 MOST preferred or highest approval  2 LEAST preferred or worst approval  
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Introduction 

The transportation network is the backbone upon which a community bases its economy.  It provides 

access to resources and connection to other communities, forming a critical link for continued development 

and growth.  Maintenance and repair, in addition to periodic additions and enhancements to this system, 

are essential for preserving connectivity for residents, visitors and businesses.  Keeping pace with changes 

in transportation trends and network use is also essential to anticipate needed improvements and potential 

additions to the transportation network.   

Inventory of Existing Transportation Facilities 

Marquette roads consist of approximately 9.2 miles of roadway, including 2.6 miles owned by the state 

highway agency (IA 76 and US 18), 1 mile owned by Clayton County (Pleasant Ridge Rd./B45), and 5.5 miles 

under the city (Iowa Dept. of Transportation, 2023).  The city is responsible for the maintenance of all local 

roads.  Most roads in Marquette are surfaced in asphalt (6.1 miles) or concrete (2.5 miles, largely highway), 

and a few local roads are gravel (.64 miles).    

Bridges in the community include the Hwy 18 bridge across the Mississippi River, Hwy 76 bridge over 

Bloody Run Creek, the Pleasant Ridge Rd. culvert/bridge over drainage areas, and a pedestrian bridge from 

the Casino Queen Marquette to the Mississippi River.    

Functional Classification System 

Chapter 306 of the Code of Iowa sets the functional classification of all highways, roads and streets in the 

state into categories according to the character of service they provide.  The classification of streets and 

roads in each city is periodically updated to be current with city boundary changes and the function of the 

streets.  The classification system serves as a basis for determining future priorities, funds distribution and 

jurisdiction over the various highways, roads and streets in the state. 

Rural roads are labeled by the following classifications:  Local Roads, Collectors, Minor Arterials, Other 

Principal Arterials and Interstates.  Arterials form networks that link cities and larger towns and provide 

statewide or interstate travel.  Collectors, also known as farm to market roads, provide service to county 

seats, larger towns not served by the highway system, and to other traffic generators.  Minor collectors 

collect traffic from local roads and bring all developed areas within a reasonable distance of a collector 

road.  And local roads provide access to adjacent land and a form of travel over relatively shorter distances.  

Federal aid money is available to maintain major collectors, minor arterials and principal arterials.   

Figure 17 illustrates Federal Functional Classification in Marquette.  Principal arterial U.S. Highway 18 runs 

east-west just south of the downtown commercial district, connecting drivers over the Mississippi River 

bridge to Prairie du Chien, WI, and west to Monona, IA.  Iowa Highway 76 is also an arterial, running north-

south along the river through Marquette.  And Pleasant Ridge Rd. / B45 (north Marquette) is considered a 

minor arterial.  Other roads are local.   
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Figure 17: Marquette Federal Functional Classification 

 
Source: (Iowa Dept. of Transportation, n.d.) 

Traffic Volumes 

Traffic counts in Marquette were last conducted in 2021 by the Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT).  

These counts indicate that the most heavily traveled areas in the city are those on the arterial road system 

and connections thereto, with a high of 4720 Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) on Hwy 18 and 3610 

AADT on Hwy 76 (south of the bridge) (Iowa Dept. of Transportation, 2021).  In the local road system, Anti 

Monopoly as it meets Hwy 76 also sees relatively high traffic at 1140 AADT.  Planning participants reported 

that Highway 18 is very busy with semi-trucks, in addition to other traffic.  
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Figure 18: Marquette Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) 

 

Alternate Modes of Transportation 

This section will highlight the availability of alternative methods of travel within the city.  

Railroads 

The Dakota, Minnesota and Eastern R.R. Co. operates through Marquette, running west towards Monona, 

and north-south along the river.  Canadian Pacific is identified as the railroad owner non-operator for these 

routes, and Iowa Interstate R.R. Ltd also has trackage rights north of Marquette.  Traffic along the north-

south railroad is very high compared to many other areas of the state, with traffic density in Annual Gross 

Tons (millions per mile) between 20 ς 49.9 (Iowa Dept. of Transportation, 2021).  Canadian Pacific/DME 

hauls a variety of commodities, the most common being Chemical and Allied Products (29%), Coal (20%) 

and Food and Kindred Products (19%) (Iowa Dept. of Transportation, n.d.).  Planning participants reported 

that traffic backs up at railroad crossings when trains are blocking the roads.   
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Figure 19: Railroad Traffic Density NE Iowa 

 

Air Transportation 

Marquette has no municipal airport.  The closest publicly owned airports are located in Prairie du Chien, WI 

across the Mississippi River, and 13 miles to the west in Monona, IA. Dubuque, IA Regional Airport (60 

miles) and La Crosse, WI Regional Airport (60 miles) are the closest commercial service airports. 

Public Transportation 

The Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation (NEICAC) - Transit 

Program (EARL Public Transit) is designated by the Iowa DOT as the 

Regional Public Transit Provider for the counties of Allamakee, Clayton, 

Fayette, Howard and Winneshiek in the Northeast corner of Iowa.  EARL 

Public Transit, which operates vehicles that are ADA compliant and 

wheelchair accessible, offers public transportation to all citizens residing 

in their service area, typically as demand-response service charged on a 

cost per miles basis (including in Marquette).  Users can Dial-a-Ride or 

use the online scheduler.  Transit also offers in-town services on a per trip basis.  However, this option is 

currently not offered for Marquette and McGregor. 

Currently there is no taxi service specific to Marquette.  Nearby Prairie de Chien, WI has Coulee Cab, which 

offers service within two miles including Marquette, seven days per week from early morning to around 

11:30 pm.  Fares are per-ride.   
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Multi -Modal Transportation 

Sidewalks 

Sidewalks can be found through most of the downtown commercial district, though not consistently.  

Sidewalks are generally not provided at this time in the significant residential developments located in 

south Marquette (the Bench) and north Marquette (Timber Ridge).  Very limited sidewalk infrastructure is 

provided between the Bench neighborhood and downtown, which was raised as a barrier by planning 

participants. 

Trails 

Existing, proposed and future trails are shown in Figure 20 below.  Downtown sidewalks connect to a trail 

at the west end of Edgar St., which heads west to Pleasant Ridge Rd., at which point a path continues north 

on Pleasant Ridge for over 1/3 mile.  The city also maintains an informal walking trail within the 300+ acre 

city-owned evacuation route and natural area south of downtown.  This informal trail can be accessed from 

the Bench neighborhood, and heads south into McGregor residential neighborhoods. Finally, the Driftless 

Area Wetland Centre has a circular system of accessible nature play trails.   

Figure 20: Marquette Trail Map 
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Transportation Summary 

The city is interested in connecting residents and visitors to recreational areas and amenities found 

throughout the community and in the surrounding area.  Downtown Marquette, the Mississippi River, the 

City of McGregor, the Driftless Area Wetland Centre, and Bloody Run County Park are high priorities, as well 

as some residential areas (the Bench and Timber Ridge Development).  Improving and expanding the trail 

system in support of this is desired by both residents and the city.  This will provide alternative 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ 

value as a key recreation destination.  Improving safety within the multi-modal transportation network, 

both sidewalks and trails, was also desired, especially in regards to walking networks to downtown from the 

Bench neighborhood.  Finally, public transportation is expected to be a growing need in the city as well, and 

efforts to expand affordable and accessible public transportation options can be supported.    

Multi -Modal Transportation System 

Improving biking and walking infrastructure was the top choice of planning survey respondents when asked 

to select what would have the greatest impact on improving quality of life in Marquette.  Other planning 

engagement opportunities and discussion with the city revealed extensive support for these efforts, and 

elaborated on what is happening now in this realm and what should be a priority in the future. 

The city has several ongoing trail planning efforts, including the following (also shown on Figure 20): 

¶ The Trail of Two Cities ς A walking trail from Marquette south to McGregor is desired, running 

along the Mississippi River as a floating boardwalk.  The city acquired a concept of this trail from 

Davy Engineering Co. in 2007.  Recently in the winter of 2023 the city worked with Trees Forever to 

further plan the trail, which must account for complex variables such as proximity to Hwy 76, 

meeting a 25 ft. railroad setback requirement, and addressing species protection requirements 

along the river.  McGregor will also participate in planning with Trees Forever, then an engineering 

firm will make an updated plan for development that will encompass both cities.   

¶ Trail to Driftless Area Wetland Centre (DAWC) ς The city has been planning a trail extension from 

the existing Edgar St./downtown trail, heading west to DAWC, including a planned box culvert for a 

trail crossing across Hwy 18.  The city is working with a University of Iowa student to develop 

engineered design drawings and probable costs.  This information can be used to apply for grants. 

In addition, the following walking and biking priorities were raised for future consideration (also shown in 

Figure 20 where applicable). 

 

¶ Pursuing opportunities to improve walking and biking connections to downtown and the river. 

¶ A focus on how to implement infrastructure and/or provide improved safety mechanisms to allow 

residents of the Bench to access downtown via walking or biking. 

¶ Future Trail to Bloody Run ς Opportunities for connecting a trail to Bloody Run County Park and 

Campground.  This trail could connect from a future multi modal trail at DAWC and could look at 

using an existing box culvert near Quarry St. for crossing Hwy 18 on the way to the park. 
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¶ Future Trail to Timber Ridge Development - There is an easement for sewer lines from Natures Dr. 

ƛƴ ¢ƛƳōŜǊ wƛŘƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŜǿŜǊ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

pursuing a trail easement from the property owners to be able to use the existing easement and 

create a trail connecting the subdivision south to planned trails along Hwy 18 (and to downtown).  

Some have also suggested a trail around the subdivision, which could be considered further.   

Connectivity and Safety 

Planning participants expressed interest in seeing increased connectivity and safety improvements for 

pedestrians moving from the largely residential Bench neighborhood in south Marquette, towards 

downtown.  Connectivity and safety are also key in making plans for trail connections across Highway 18, 

for both the potential Wetland Centre and Bloody Run trails.  Finally, the city may consider options for 

filling gaps in sidewalk infrastructure in both the downtown area and residential neighborhoods in the 

future.  This provides a safe option for all groups and can provide further connectivity when planned 

alongside the trail system. 

Public Transportation 

Planning participants expressed interest in seeing expanded public transportation options targeted to 

certain groups, including seniors, visitors and youth.  Seniors who may not drive as much are likely to take 

advantage of such services.  Visitors could use assistance reaching nearby destinations and amenities.  And 

youth need options for reaching parks, recreation and facilities in nearby communities.  While regional 

transit service exists, there is no set in-town service which limits flexibilities, and Coulee Cab across the 

river serves the area but has a limited number of vehicles and may not be ideal for certain groups (e.g. 

youth). 
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Transportation Action Plan 

(See Implementation Section for Methodology of Action Plan) 

*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

Goal 1: Provide multi -modal trail connections from Marquette to nearby destination.  

(HIGH  PRIORITY)  (10 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Following Living Roadways Visioning, finish planning & implementing Trail of Two Cities 
connection to McGregor 

Strategy 1.2:  Finish planning & implementing trail connection from downtown to Wetland Centre; 
consider options for safely crossing Hwy 18 (e.g. box culvert) 

Strategy 1.3:  Work with partners to plan & implement a trail connection from wetland centre to Bloody 
Run Park; look ŀǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ 

Goal 2: Maximize the use of transportation resources & grants  

(HIGH  PRIORITY)  (9 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Utilize Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission transportation planning for 
technical assistance, planning & transportation grant options 

Goal 3: Provide safe & convenient pedestrian access to and around downtown  

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (6 Votes)  

Strategy 3.1:  Assess pedestrian safety concerns from the Bench to downtown 

Strategy 3.2:  Coordinate with landowners/partners (DOT, Casino, railroad, police) to implement 
pedestrian safety improvements from the Bench to downtown 

Strategy 3.3:  Provide pedestrian & bicycle improvements in downtown (E.g. access to river, bike parking, 
ADA curb cuts, safety improvements, etc.) 

Strategy 3.4:  Local street systems should be designed for low speeds 

Goal 4: Maintain the transportation system for all modes & users   

(MEDIUM  PRIORITY)  (5 Votes)  

Strategy 4.1:  Improve or maintain condition of all systems (streets, walkways, trails) 

Strategy 4.2:  Fill gaps in sidewalk network & ensure American with Disabilities Act compliance 

Strategy 4.3:  Complete updates to Brown Street / Anti Monopoly on the Bench 

Strategy 4.4:  Address improvements needed near the Hwy 18 bridge 

Strategy 4.5:  Encourage rail lines to maintain properties to complement surroundings & promote rail 
heritage 

Strategy 4.6:  Require new development provides safe walking infrastructure 
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CHAPTER 6:  PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES 

Public Facilities Vision  

Community facilities & services are maintained and supported, including ensuring that law enforcement & 

emergency response have facilities that meet their current needs.  The city is a partner and leader in 

bringing new services that address local need, such as senior, youth, public transportation, and childcare 

services.   

 

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK 

 

FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

Existing Public Services: 
Childcare is limited (one in-home in city, 

all others located in nearby 
communities).  Good 3-4 YO program 

though.  EMS/Fire/Police are all provided 
through a 28E agreement with McGregor.   

Existing Public Facilities: 
City has four parks.  New ice rink.  City hall and community 

room are located in downtown.  Medical facilities are in 
Prairie du Chien.  Schools are found in McGregor and 
Monona.  Library is in nearby McGregor.  Police/EMS 
building is located in city, Fire Dept. is in McGregor. 

Opportunities / Priorities for  
Public Facilities & Services: 

Police/EMS expansion.  Get involved in 
childcare issue, to support local families 

and workforce. Continue to work on 
senior living & services. 

Public Service Needs / Barriers: 
Childcare a need (especially for infants).   Independent 

senior housing, senior care, and senior services all needs.  
Need to expand Police/EMS building (space is limited, need 
better access, parking issues, etc.).  Barrier of some people 

not wanting to raise taxes. 

 

2 MOST preferred or highest approval  2 LEAST preferred or worst approval  
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Introduction 

Community facilities are buildings, lands and programs that provide desired and essential services to the 

public, such as parks, schools, police and fire protection, health care facilities and libraries.  Marquette 

along with some private and nonprofit agencies maintain public facilities for residents.  This section will 

identify the use and capacity of existing city facilities and the need for improvements or additions to ensure 

continued service to the residents of the City.   

Figure 21 below illustrates a variety of public facilities located in Marquette. 

Figure 21: Marquette's Public Facilities 

 
Source: (Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission, 2023) 
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City Hall and Community Center 

Built in 2012, the Marquette City Hall and Community Center are located at 102 North St. in the downtown 

area.  They share a space with the 54-room Cobblestone Inn & Suites hotel.   

Law Enforcement and Emergency Services  

Police, fire, and rescue (EMS) independent services are exclusively created and contracted to share services 

between Marquette and McGregor under 28E agreements.  The County {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hffice handles radio 

communication and dispatching for police departments, fire departments, and emergency medical services.  

The county jail is also supervised by the County Sheriff.  

The Mar-Mac Police Department, Rescue Squad/Emergency Medical Services (EMS), and the city shop are 

all located at 319 Pleasant Drive in Marquette, off of County Rd. B45/Pleasant Ridge Rd.  Planning 

participants explained that this facility may need to expand in the future for additional neeeded storage 

space, and better vehicle access and parking.  The City has agreements with McGregor for shared 

equipment. 

The McGregor Volunteer Fire Department, located at 205 4th St. in McGregor, provides emergency fire 

services to the City of McGregor and Marquette. 

Public Library 

The McGregor Public Library (334 Main Street, McGregor, IA) serves the City of Marquette, and provides a 

number of in-house and online resources, services and event opportunities. 

Medical Services 

Hospitals 

The nearest hospital to Marquette is Crossing Rivers Health, about five miles away in Prairie du Chien, WI. 

Otherwise, other nearby critical access hospitals are located in Elkader (MercyOne Elkader Medical Center), 

Guttenberg (Guttenberg Municipal Hospital), and Waukon (Veterans Memorial Hospital), each 20+ miles 

away.   

Clinics 

Primitive Health is a small chiropractic and wellness center located in Marquette.  Otherwise, health clinics 

have to be accessed in nearby communities, the closest services being available in Prairie du Chien.  Table 

23 lists rural health clinics, home health agencies, and behavioral health clinics available to city residents 

within about 20 miles: 
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Table 23: Health Care Entities Near Marquette 

Facility Name Facility Type City Est. Distance 

Fennimore Medical Clinic  Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Crossing Rivers Health Clinic & Center 
for Behavioral Health 

 Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Gundersen Clinic  Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Mayo Clinic Health System Rural Health Clinic Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

MercyOne Monona Family Medicine  Monona, IA 12 miles 

Corner Stone Family Practice Rural Health Clinic Garnavillo 18 miles 
Source:  (Iowa Dept. of Inspections & Appeals, n.d.) 

Senior and Other Care Services 

As communities plan for the future, making sure the elderly and the disabled are properly provided for is 

important.  Having the necessary facilities and services available to the elderly when they can no longer live 

by themselves or would rather have fewer responsibilities will help serve this age cohort as it grows in the 

community as a percentage of the population.   

There are currently no senior or residential care facilities within city limits.  Those available in nearby areas 

include assisted living facilities, residential care facilities, and skilled nursing facilities.  Table 24 lists the 

options for such care within about 20 miles.  Turner Point Assisted Living in McGregor is the nearest senior 

facility to Marquette. 

Table 24: Senior & Residential Care Facilities, Marquette 

Facility Name Facility Type City 
Est. 
Distance 

Turner Point Assisted Living 
Assisted Living Program or 
Residential Services 

McGregor 3 miles 

Great River Care Center 
Free Standing Nursing 
Facilities/Skilled Nursing Facilities 

McGregor 3 miles 

Residence At Bluff Haven, Bluff 
Haven Assisted Living 

Residential Care Apartment 
Complex, Assisted Living 

Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Unity Adult Day Center Adult Day Care Center Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Crossing Rivers Health Hospice Hospice Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Prairie Maison Nursing Home Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Lori Knapp Inc Residential Homes Prairie du Chien, WI 5 miles 

Garden View Place 
Assisted Living Programs for 
People with Dementia 

Monona 13 miles 

Scenic Acres 
Assisted Living Program or 
Residential Services 

St. Olaf 16 miles 

Tower Living Center 
Assisted Living Program or 
Residential Services 

Garnavillo 18 miles 

Source:  (Iowa Dept. of Inspections & Appeals, n.d.) 
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Child Care 

The availability of child care options can have a significant impact on the local workforce and local families.   

According to Northeast Iowa Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R), between 2011 and 2021 there was 

an almost 60% reduction in the number of child care programs listed with the organization for Clayton 

County, and a 30% reduction in the number of child care spaces (Iowa Child Care Resource and Referral, 

n.d.).  There were 12% fewer children age 0 ς 5 during the same time period, but because this drop is not 

equivalent to the reduction in child care spaces, barriers exist to accessing needed care.   

 
Complete data on availability at local child care providers is difficult to attain.  Many unregistered providers 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

vacancy information.  Nonetheless, what data could be attained is shown in Table 25 below.  Currently 

there is only one in-home provider in Marquette. Feedback from the community was that this provider may 

retire in the future, leaving the city with no local providers.  McGregor to the south has the Dr. Clifford C 

Smith Childcare Center which is licensed for 38 children (infant to school age), with no apparent vacancies.  

There are some providers in Prairie du Chien, WI as well, but they do not appear to have vacancies.  In all, 

there are an estimated 14 child care options within 20 miles, with extremely limited capacity.   

Table 25: Child Care Providers Near Marquette 

Community Provider Name Type Capacity Vacancies Distance 

Marquette Lisa Young Registered Home UNKN UNKN 0 miles 

McGregor 
Dr Clifford C Smith 
Childcare Center 

Licensed 
Center 

38 0 3 miles 

McGregor 
Dr Smith School Age 
Summer Program 

Licensed 
Center 

29 0 3 miles 

Prairie du Chien, WI 
In the Beginning Child 
Care Learning Center 

Licensed Group 50 0 5 miles 

Prairie du Chien, WI 
bƻŀƘΩǎ !Ǌƪ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

Daycare 
Licensed Family 8 0 5 miles 

Prairie du Chien, WI Jest for Kids Licensed Family 8 0 5 miles 

Prairie du Chien, WI aƛƴƴƛŜΩǎ [ƛǘǘƭŜ !ƴƎŜƭǎ Licensed Family 8 0 5 miles 

Prairie du Chien, WI 
Grace for Kids 

Learning Center 
Licensed Group 16 0 5 miles 

Monona 
Little Bulldog Child 

Care 
Licensed 
Center 

67 0 13 miles 

Monona 
MFL MarMac CSD-

Preschool 
Preschool UNKN UNKN 13 miles 

Monona 
NEICAC-Monona Head 

Start 
Licensed 
Center 

20 0 13 miles 

Monona Mary Biedermann Registered Home 12 1 13 miles 

Luana Kristine Novey Registered Home 12 1 17 miles 

Garnavillo 
Garnavillo Community 

Day Care 
Licensed 
Center 

74 0 18 miles 

Source: (Iowa DHS, 2023); (Iowa Child Care Locations and Availability, n.d.); (Wisconsin Dept. of Children and Families, n.d.) 
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Photo Credit: HR Green 

Parks and Recreation 

City Park & Recreation Facilities 

City park and recreation facilities include the 

following (also shown on Figure 21 above): 

¶ /ƛǘȅ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ό9ŘƎŀǊ {ǘΦύ 

¶ Marquette-Joliet Bridge Scenic Overlook - The 

overlook is tucked into a limestone bluff above 

the community, providing a view of the Upper 

Mississippi River Valley.   

¶ Mississippi River Boardwalk ς Just below the 

overlook at the bottom of the bluff, and at the 

east end of North St. (near downtown).   

¶ Riverfront Park and boat launch 

¶ Driftless Area Wetland Centre (DAWC) is located 

on Highway 18 about ½ mile west of downtown.  

This is a visitor center, nature center, and 

community gathering space, providing 

educational experiences and programs, onsite 

trails and nature exploration, and a space for the 

local farmers market. 

¶ Neighborhood parks exist within Timber Ridge 

Development and the Bench neighborhood. 

¶ New ice rink on South St. in the Bench. 

Nearby Parks and Recreation 

Clayton County Conservation Board maintains, 

manages and develops parks, river access sites and 

wildlife areas throughout the county.  Bloody Run 

County Park is located just 2 miles west of 

Marquette. Surrounded by rolling limestone bluffs, 

Bloody Run is a 135-acre park that provides trout 

fishing and camping opportunities. 

Photo Credit: Travel Iowa 

Photo Credit: Travel Iowa 

Photo Credit: City of Marquette 

Figure 22: Marquette-Joliet Bridge Scenic Overlook 

Figure 23: Mississippi River Boardwalk 

Figure 24: Driftless Area Wetland Centre 

Figure 25: Bloody Run County Park 
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There are also state and federal parks in proximity to 

Marquette.  The Iowa Department of Natural 

wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ tƛƪŜΩǎ tŜŀƪ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪΣ ŀōƻǳǘ о 

miles to the south in McGregor.  The park offers 

picnicking, shelters and a lodge, camping, trails, 

bicycling, and other nature-based recreation 

opportunities  (Iowa DNR, 2018).  And the National 

Park Service manages the Effigy Mounds National 

Monument, located about 3 miles north of the city 

on Hwy 76.  The monument consists of various 

mounds, rock shelters, extensive natural areas, a 

remnant section of a military road constructed in 

1840 and archeological remains associated with 

various historic period activities (National Park 

Service, 2018). 

 

Several recreation facilities also exist in nearby 

communities, including community pools in Prairie 

du Chien, WI and Monona, IA, and a splash pad in 

McGregor, IA. 

Schools 

The MFL MarMac Community School District serves 

students in an area covering approximately 176 

square miles in two counties, including the 

incorporated communities of Marquette, McGregor, 

Luana, Monona and Farmersburg.  The MFL MarMac 

Elementary School and High School are located in 

Monona, and the Jr. High School is located in 

McGregor.    

According to Iowa Department of Education certified enrollment numbers, the district increased its 

enrollment by 45 students in the five years between 2017 and 2022, from 758 to 803.  Planning participants 

noted an increase in young students in recent years, and had positive remarks about the preschool program 

available through the district.  Certified enrollment projections are that through 2026 there will be a slight 

decrease of enrollment to around 781 students (Iowa Department of Education).  

Photo Credit: National Park Service 

Photo Credit: Iowaroadtrip.net 

Photo Credit: MFL MarMac CSD 

Figure 27: Pike's Peak State Park 

Figure 26: Effigy Mounds National Monument 

Figure 28: MFL MarMac Middle School 
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Public Facilities and Services Summary 

Public facilities and services within Marquette include a new city hall and community center, parks and 

recreation facilities, and a law enforcement/emergency services/city shop site (shared with McGregor).  

Additional facilities and services are provided via partnership or proximity to McGregor or Prairie du Chien, 

WI, such as the public library, fire department and middle school located in McGregor, and various facilities 

and services in both of these nearby communities (e.g. medical campuses, child care, senior facilities, etc.).  

Marquette would like to continue to connect residents and visitors with nearby services, as well as build 

what is available locally. 

Parks and Recreation Facilities 

In just a small area, residents and visitors to Marquette enjoy several notable park and recreation facilities, 

including river overlooks and boardwalks, fishing piers, a wetland centre, community parks, and more.  

These amenities are a visitor attraction and economic strength for the community, and also provide a 

higher quality of life for local residents.  Through the planning process, participants expressed significant 

appreciation for parks and recreation, with the Driftless Area Wetland Centre (DAWC) garnering notable 

support.  The city will continue to maintain the existing system, as well as consider opportunities for 

enhancement as they become available.   

Emergency and Protective Services 

Emergency and protective services are largely shared between Marquette and nearby McGregor, including 

local police, fire and emergency response services.  The city can support these services by ensuring that 

necessary equipment, training and facilities are maintained.  The combined law enforcement/EMS/city 

shop site will need improvements in the future to expand required storage space and improve vehicle 

access and parking.   

Senior and Youth Services 

Existing senior and youth/teenage services were found lacking according to planning participant feedback.  

The city is actively pursuing senior living facilities and can also prioritize senior care and services of benefit 

to older residents.  With regards to youth services, few local options currently exist but many can be found 

in surrounding communities, such as library or school programs, community pools and splash pads.  The city 

will look at options for marketing and connecting youth and families to these existing amenities. 

Child Care 

Availability of child care impacts communities, employers, families and children.  Local child care options 

are extremely limited, even when considering nearby communities.  A quick analysis of licensed centers and 

registered child care homes within 20 miles revealed extremely low capacity.  And planning participants 

noted child care as a need, with infant care being a particular concern.  The city can continue to serve as a 

partner in understanding and addressing issues in the child care system.
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Public Facilities and Services Action Plan 

(See Implementation Section for Methodology of Action Table) 

*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

*Goals pertaining to parks & recreation are ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άbŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 

Goal 1: Support and expand senior and youth services   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (8 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Help assess local childcare capacity and demand, be a partner in addressing any gaps (e.g. 
infant age group) 

Strategy 1.2:  Consider options for providing senior services (E.g. in home care) 

Strategy 1.3:  Support school district, recognizing its importance in attracting families 

Goal 2: Improve transit services to destinations and activities, with a focus on 

supporting youth, seniors and visitors   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (6 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Look at options for community shuttle services to pools, splash pad, school programs, 
Wetland Centre programs, and other local & regional amenities 

Strategy 2.2:  Consider partnering with school district in providing youth transit to local activities  

Strategy 2.3:  Seek opportunities for sharing existing transit drivers (e.g. cabs, school bus)  

Goal 3: Expand and improve the Police Department / Rescue Squad / city shop site 

(LOW PRIORITY)  (4 Votes)  

Strategy 3.1:  Assess space and access needs in coordination with police department 

Strategy 3.2:  Determine, plan for and implement building and site improvements; consider emergency 
services building option 

Strategy 3.3:  /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ 9a{ ϧ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎƻ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴŜǊƻǳǎ 

Goal 4: Expand solid waste and recycle services  

(LOW PRIORITY)  (3 Votes)  

Strategy 4.1:  Provide additional city wide clean up opportunities 

Strategy 4.2:  Develop a citywide recycling and education program 
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CHAPTER 7:  PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES  

Public Infrastructure Vision 

Community sewer and water infrastructure is maintained and updated as needed.  Gaps or problems within 

the stormwater management system have been identified and addressed.  Communication infrastructure 

provides strong internet access to community members, workers, and businesses. 

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK 

 

FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

Existing Public Infrastructure: 
Water/sewer infrastructure is 20+ years old.  Force main pipe 
is circa 1978 and is cast iron, so corrosive. Have agreements 
for shared equipment with McGregor.  Have curb/gutter in 
city but not in Timber Ridge subdivision.  Stormwater ponds 

for sediment removal/water storage exist in Bench 
neighborhood.  Have dike to control river flooding. 

Existing Communication & Utility 
Services: 

Have incorporated solar which has 
reduced electricity costs for city.  Are 

incorporating public wi-fi.  People 
largely rely on propane tanks versus 

gas utility.   

Public Infrastructure Needs / Barriers: 
Ongoing fixes along force main (already replaced 2,000 ft, will 

do a few thousand more).  Need updated equipment at 
treatment plant.  Need catchment system for debris from 

bluffs in downtown before it enters storm sewer system.  Dike 
& Bench stormwater ponds require maintenance, but private 

ownership creates challenges.  Timber Ridge site 
development/stormwater issues.  Need to address any water 
quality concerns, assess any treatment needs; worried about 

upstream impacts on creek. 

Opportunities /  Priorities: 
City has funding for new storage 

tank/reservoir replacement and are 
adding ultraviolet at treatment plant.  

Would like to add additional solar.  
Look into permanent easement for 
dike access.  Consider new, non-

corrosive plastic pipe for force main.  
Pursue a watershed level approach to 

water quality/protection. 

2 MOST preferred or highest approval  2 LEAST preferred or worst approval  
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Introduction 

Public infrastructure and utilities provide essential services to residents.  Services such as sanitary sewers, 

water, electricity, natural gas, communications and waste and recycling facilities are all integral to a high 

quality of life.  This section identifies and evaluates existing infrastructure and utilities serving aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ 

residents.  Understanding the location, use and capacity of infrastructure and utilities is important when 

planning for the future.   

Water Supply 

A municipal community public water supply 

provides water to commercial and 

residential customers within the city limits, 

as well as to the new Timber Ridge 

Subdivision.  The water supply is drawn from 

the Cambrian aquifer and is provided 

through two public water supply wells (Iowa 

Dept. of Natural Resources, 2023).  Well #3 

was drilled in 1988 with a depth of 515 ft., 

and Well #4 was drilled in 2006 with a depth 

of 929 feet.  The water distribution 

infrastructure is more than 20 years old.  The 

water main was not a key point of concern 

during the planning process, but it was 

noted that a reservoir needs replacement.  

Also, some residential service lines are still 

lead, the transition of which may need to 

become a focus. 

 

A 2017 Source Water Assessment for 

Marquette addressed the quality and 

ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ άsource waterέ 

(i.e. the region directly linked to the water supply, and where land use changes have the greatest influence 

on drinking water quality) (Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources, 2017). According to the report, aquifers 

overlain by thicker confining beds are less susceptible to contamination than aquifers overlain by thin 

ŎƻƴŦƛƴƛƴƎ ōŜŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŀȅŜǊ ǘƘƛŎƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ нр ŦŜŜǘΣ making it 

άhighly susceptibleέ to contamination from the land surface.  The source water area in Marquette may be 

further influenced by highly fractured bedrock near the land surface (karst), where sinkholes are more 

prevalent, and groundwater can have a more direct connection with the land surface (see Figure 29).  

Key threats of contamination to the aquifer may be through existing wells that penetrate the confining 

layer (point sources), or from nonpoint sources such as row crop agriculture. 

Source: Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources, Sinkholes and Karst Areas of Iowa, 2022. 

Figure 29: Number of Employers by Number Employees 
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Sanitary Sewer 

Marquette wastewater is treated by a public sanitary system.  The Iowa Department of Natural Resources is 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜǿŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ 

standards for wastewater treatment and disposal.  The treatment facility is located south of Highway 18 

near the Driftless Area Wetland Centre.  Much of the wastewater distribution infrastructure is aging (20+ 

years), and the cast iron force main is over 40 years old, resulting in corrosion and breaks in some locations.  

The city has begun replacing problem areas along the force main in recent years (a few thousand feet total) 

and will continue this work in the years ahead.  The city is also setting aside funds for a new storage tank 

for the system and will be updating the plant with ultraviolet treatment.  They would also like to replace 

aging equipment at the treatment plant in the coming years, which is also 20+ years old. 

Stormwater Management 

Water runoff is an important issue because it impacts water quality, flooding, infrastructure, public safety 

and more.  Runoff to surface waters (lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands) can occur on new and existing 

development - from roads, residential and commercial development, and bluff areas, among many other 

activities.  Around Marquette stormwater management needs to be a collaborative effort between the city, 

the county and the state, all of whom own property or infrastructure in the area and need to pay attention 

to how land use and building changes can impact runoff in nearby areas. 

Stormwater management infrastructure in Marquette can be found in a system of curbs, gutters and a 

connected storm sewer system. There are gaps in this system however, such as in Timber Ridge subdivision, 

where the city has been reviewing stormwater management issues on a site-by-site basis in recent years as 

problems arise. 

There are also key stormwater management sites found throughout the community.  Large stormwater 

mitigation sites/wildlife management areas can be found near the intersection of Pleasant Ridge Rd. and US 

18 and north of Bloody Run Creek just before it enters the Mississippi River.  A dike along the Bloody Run 

mitigation site is key to flood management related to the river.  It is privately owned and may have 

structural issues, which poses challenges for ensuring long-term dependability.  Finally, stormwater flows 

through storm sewers and into ponds in the Bench neighborhood, before draining north towards the creek. 

Some of the ponds are also privately owned, posing challenges for maintenance and management. 

Pleasant Ridge Rd., where ownership is shared between the city and county, and where flash flooding has 

become a problem, poses a challenge for stormwater management.  In addition, water runoff off the bluffs 

near downtown has become a concern.  The moving water carries debris, which is entering and becoming a 

concern for the storm sewers in the area.   

Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling Facilities 

The city contracts with a provider of solid waste pick up services for Marquette.  This includes recycling pick 

up services.  In addition, Osborne Nature Center has historically held at least one Household Hazardous 

Material Collection Event each year serving the county.   
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Communication Infrastructure 

Ensuring that residents and businesses have acceptable telephone service, as well as access to high speed 

internet and cell phone coverage, is an issue that impacts economic development and quality of life.  Quick 

and reliable access to the internet supports flexible delivery of goods and services, remote work & learning, 

means for communications and marketing, and more.   

In Marquette, internet service is provided by Alpine Communications or Mediacom.  Alpine also provides 

landline telephone service.  The Iowa Broadband Map elaborates on the type and level of services available 

locally.  As shown in Figure 31 below, local broadband is in the form of fiber.  The Federal Communications 

Commission recommends 12 to 25 Megabits per second (Mbps) for a household of 3 people with moderate 

use of the internet.  80 ς фл҈ ƻŦ aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ access to broadband of at least 25M/3M, and 

70 ς 80% have access to speeds of 100M/100M.  The city looks to support access to this key piece of 

infrastructure, and recently has worked on a project to provide public wireless access to serve residents 

and visitors in the community.(Connected Nation, 2022). 

 

Electric & Gas Utilities 

Both household and transportation energy cost burdens are higher for families in the region due to types of 

fuel or vehicles used, longer commute times, inflation and more.  This impacts family finances, particularly 

low-income, and can be improved by supporting renewable energy and efficiency, alternative fuel vehicles, 

and other sustainability initiatives.   

Currently Marquette residents are provided electrical service from Interstate Power and Light (Alliant 

Energy), an investor-owned utility (IOU).  There are no gas or liquid pipelines in the northeast corner of 

Clayton County, so natural gas service is not provided in Marquette. Residents can use electricity for 

heating, and also have access to LP gas from a variety of private providers, with the latter fuel source 

serving about 60% of the community (U.S. Census Bureau, 2021).   

Figure 31: Household Broadband Availability (25M/3M) Figure 30: Broadband Type 
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According to the U.S. Department of Energy Low-Income Energy Affordability Data (LEAD) tool, Energy 

burden in the Census Tract including Marquette (CT 701) averages 5% of income.  This is a 67% increase 

above the state average of 3%.  The average cost of energy in the same Census Tract based on Area Median 

Income (AMI) is $3,262, a 33% increase above the state average.  The burden increases based on several 

factors.  For example, local families at only 30% of AMI pay around 18% of their income for home energy 

costs; families with older homes (pre 1940) pay 6% of their income while families in new homes (2010+) 

pay only 3%; and families using fuel oil pay 9% of their income while families using electricity pay only 4%. 

In recent years the City of Marquette completed Power Purchase Agreements with the local electric utility 

to implement solar energy.  These installations have brought the cost of electricity noticeably down for the 

city, and has become an effort they would like to continue. 

Public Infrastructure and Utilities Summary 

Water Supply  

Marquette residents rely on groundwater as their main source of drinking water.  Karst geology and 

potential sinkholes in the area make groundwater more susceptible to point source and non-point source 

contaminants on the land surface.  Surface water is also a valuable water source that provides recreational 

and environmental qualities and is connected with ground water.  Protecting these water sources from 

pollution that can result from agricultural practices, stormwater runoff and septic systems is a top priority.  

Opportunities to improve and protect water quality include further study or planning to address water 

protection needs, collaboration with private and public partners to identify threats to water quality and 

potential solutions, and updating and establishing programs and ordinances to assist in these efforts.  A 

Source Water Protection Plan is one thing the city could pursue to further understand potential threats or 

impacts to drinking water, and to develop an action plan for addressing them.  Water quality is further 

addressed under the natural resources section. 

Water infrastructure is aging and reservoir replacement is a potential need in the near future.  The city 

would also like to address the distribution system to ensure water quality, with a focus on working with the 

community to transition lead pipes. 

Sanitary Sewer Systems 

Distribution and treatment infrastructure ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǿŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ŀƎƛƴƎΦ  hƭŘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ 

are more likely to have issues with leaching waste into the soil and eventually into the watersheds from 

which local drinking water is pumped.  Ensuring that programs exist to replace or update this dated 

infrastructure is a priority.  The force main is over 40 years old and has had some problem areas which the 

city addressed; they will continue to prioritize its updating in the future.  Other planned improvements to 

this system include a new storage tank, an ultraviolet treatment system, and new equipment at the plant. 
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Stormwater Management 

Proximity to the Bloody Run Creek, Mississippi River, and steep relief associated with the surrounding bluffs 

is creating some flooding and stormwater management challenges for the community.  The city would like 

to focus on maintenance of key stormwater management sites in the community, including ponds in the 

Bench neighborhood and the dike near the joining of Bloody Run and the river.  A priority for downtown 

stormwater management is tackling the issue of debris movement down the bluffs and into the stormwater 

system during rain events.  And finally, the city would like to work with the county on stormwater 

management needs along Pleasant Ridge Rd. to mitigate flash flooding issues there. 

Communication Infrastructure 

As technology is a necessity in the daily lives of residents and businesses, Marquette will need to ensure 

that the necessary infrastructure for internet and cell phone services are available to residents for personal, 

business and public safety use.  High speed broadband provided through fiber is already available to a 

significant portion of the community, but at least 10% still lack minimum recommended speeds.  Planned 

public wireless will help address gaps by providing internet access to those that may not have it at home, 

visitors and so on. 

Energy 

Residents rely on a higher percentage of fuel oil for their home energy needs than other areas and a 

significant number of older structures can be found in the community.  These factors and others are 

contributing to higher energy burden locally, with the percentage of median income applied to energy costs 

almost twice that of the state.  Low-income households are particularly vulnerable.  The city has had 

success with beginning to incorporate renewable energy into its utility mix, with noticeably lower electricity 

bills, and would like to continue to pursue these opportunities.  Energy efficiency measures are another 

tool for reducing energy burden in the community.  
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Public Infrastructure and Utilities Action Plan 

(See Implementation Section for Methodology of Action Plan) 

*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

Goal 1: Complete stormwater mana gement system updates to support safety, capacity 

and function  

(HIGH PRIORITY)  (9 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Work with county on stormwater management needs on Pleasant Ridge Rd. to mitigate flash 
flooding 

Strategy 1.2:  Plan for and implement catchment system to capture bluff debris before it gets into storm 
sewer system  

Strategy 1.3:  Look at impact of new development on stormwater and flooding, & consider requiring they 
mitigate new runoff and/or implement stormwater management practices 

Goal 2: Pursue renewable energy &  energy efficiency projects to reduce costs  

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (8 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Meet with Clayton Co. Energy District & electric utility to identify options for future solar 
installations 

Strategy 2.2:  Complete energy audit to prioritize energy efficiency improvements; implement & track 
savings 

Strategy 2.3:  Maintain electric vehicle charging station & consider more chargers as demand increases 

Strategy 2.4:  Consider LED upgrades for city lighting, for energy efficiency & cost savings (street lights, 
riverfront lighting, bridge lighting) 
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CHAPTER 8:  NATURAL AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 

Agriculture Vision 

aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 

and limited prime farmland mean that large scale 

agricultural operations are limited.  However, small 

scale or value-added agricultural businesses add to 

the economic mix.  Further, the city is a partner in 

working with landowners & farmers to implement 

conservation practices to preserve soils, protect 

water quality, and provide flood mitigation. 

Natural Resources Vision 

Marquette is a good steward of the natural resources 

that serve as a draw to the community & provide 

countless benefits to residents.  Water resources 

serving for drinking water, recreation, & more are 

protected from harm.  Sensitive bluff areas & views are 

preserved.  Outdoor recreation opportunities abound, 

and the Driftless Wetland Centre continues to provide 

quality environmental education and programming.

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

 

Agricultural Resources: 
[ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ϧ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
ideal for future ag. development 
due to steep topo & extensive 
natural areas. 

Agricultural Needs/Barriers: 
Concern over how up stream ag is 
impacting water quality in Bloody 
Run watershed & river. Need to 
promote positive ag practices to 
enhance water quality, pursue 
water quality conservation 
partnerships, & collaborate 
w/farm orgs to address 
watershed protection. Embrace 
ag heritage but improve it.   

With further development of recreational resources what 
priorities do you have?  

¶ Trails (to Wetland Centre, Bloody Run, downtown, McGregor, 
etc., multimodal trails) (16 votes)  

¶ Driftless Wetland Centre  (support current operations, 
expand programs/activities/areas (10 votes) 

¶ Downtown / riverfront (more retail/businesses to support 
recreation, draw visitors to downtown/riverfront) (7 votes) 

Natural Resources: 
Water recreation, fishing & 
boating are major draws to area.  
Evacuation route natural areas 
important.  Flooding along Bloody 
Run, Pleasant Ridge Rd., etc. 
Wetlands serve for flood 
mitigation, nutrient mgt. & 
wildlife. Water quality concerns. 

Natural Resource Needs / Barriers: Protect watersheds & natural areas and enhance water quality.  Work 
w/partners to study water quality & enact solutions.  Support, enhance Driftless Wetland Centre programs /  
& lands. Continue water management for flooding issues (WMAs, dikes, etc).   

2 MOST used 2 LEAST used 
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Introduction 

This element includes an inventory and analysis of natural and agricultural resources in Marquette.  Within 

the following narrative, various components of the cityΩǎ natural resource base are examined at a broad 

level in order to provide the city with the necessary information to make informed decisions about future 

growth and development. 

Environment 

Climate 

The area experiences a temperate climate with both warm and cold season extremes.  Winter months can 

bring occasional heavy snows, intermittent freezing precipitation or ice and prolonged periods of 

cloudiness.  Occasional extreme cold and dangerous wind chills can also impact the area.  Thunderstorms 

occur in the spring and summer months.  The strongest storms can produce associated severe weather 

such as tornadoes, large hail, damaging wind, river or flash flooding.  Heat and high humidity are typically 

observed in June, July and August.   

The fall season usually has the quietest weather.  Valley fog can commonly be seen in the late summer and 

early fall months.  On calm nights, colder air settles into valleys leading to cooler low temperatures, 

compared to ridge top locations.  Due to MarquetteΩǎ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ƘƛƎƘ ǿƛƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ 

the spring or fall.  Table 26 compares the average Clayton County climate to the average U.S. climate. 

Table 26: Clayton County Average Climate 

Climate Clayton County U.S. 

Annual Rainfall (inches) 36 in. 38 in. 

Annual Snowfall (inches) 36 in. 28 in. 

Precipitation Days (annual total) 104 days 106 days 

Sunny Days (annual total) 191 days 205 days 

Average July High Temperature (°F) 83° 86° 

Average January Low Temperature (°F) 8° 22° 
Source: (Best Places, n.d.) 

Soils 

Marquette falls within the άLoess with Bedrock 

Outcropsέ ǎƻƛƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ (Fayette-Downs-Nordness soils). 

Fayette-Downs-Nordness soils are identified as areas 

of loess (silt-sized sediment deposited by wind) with 

bedrock outcrops.  Scenic landscapes with deep 

valleys, abundant rock outcrops, high bluffs, caves, 

crevices, sinkholes and an angular stepped skyline 

occur in this area. Native vegetation on the upland 

soils is mainly hardwood forest (USDA-NRCS, 2008). 

Figure 32: Iowa Soil Regions 
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Landform and Topography  

Marquette falls within the Paleozoic Plateau landform 

region.  This is an area missed by glacial activity 

(commonly called the Driftless Area), and is known for 

abundant rock outcroppings, a near absence of glacial 

deposits, deep and narrow valleys containing cool, fast-

flowing streams, and woodlands (The University of Iowa, 

2018).  Shallow limestone & dolomite coupled with the 

dissolving action of groundwater yields karst topography, 

characterized by caves, springs, and sinkholes.  This 

bedrock-dominated terrain also shelters unusually diverse 

flora and fauna. 

The highest elevations in Marquette exist in the area of 

the Timber Ridge Development to the north, at around 1,110 ft.  From there, the rolling hills around the 

community vary between 800 ς 900 ft. in elevation.  And elevations dip near the river, at around 650 ft. in 

the vicinity of downtown and the Hwy 18 bridge. 

Watersheds, Wetlands and Surface 

Water Resources 

Watersheds 

Watersheds are divided and sub-divided 

into successively smaller units, each is 

given a number, called a Hydrologic Unit 

Code, or HUC.  Eight-digit HUCs, called 

sub-basins, are the largest watershed 

units.  Marquette falls within the HUC 8 

Coon-Yellow sub-basin, and within that, 

the HUC 12 Bloody Run-Mississippi River 

and Prairie du Chien-Mississippi River sub-

basins.  The Coon-Yellow Watershed 

covers an area of 911,426 acres/1,424 

square miles total; 42,154 acres of which 

are in Clayton County.  The HUC 12 

Bloody Run sub-basin is 24,127 acres/38 

square miles in size.  It begins at Monona 

and heads east to Marquette where it 

meets the Mississippi River.  The HUC 12 

Prairie du Chien sub-basin is 28,305 

acres/44 square miles in size. 

 

Source: Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission, 2023; Data: Natural 

Resource Conservation Service, 2008. 

Figure 33: Landform Regions of Iowa 

Figure 34: Watershed Map 
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Major Surface Water 

As shown in Figure 35 below, the Mississippi River runs along the eastern border of Marquette.  The 

watershed for the Mississippi River is in excess of 67,000 square miles. It is a regulated body of water with a 

series of locks and dams which are operated and maintained by the US Army Corps of Engineers. The area 

between the locks and dams are known as Pools. Pool No. 10 includes the City of Marquette (Clayton 

County, Iowa, 2016). 

Bloody Run Creek is the main surface water within the Bloody Run-Mississippi HUC 12 sub-basin.  About 1.5 

miles of this creek flows east-west through Marquette.  The Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources (IDNR) 

ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜǎ .ƭƻƻŘȅ wǳƴ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀǎ άtǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜ ό/ƭŀǎǎ !мύΦέ  These are waters in which 

recreational or other uses may result in prolonged and direct contact with the water, involving considerable 

risk of ingesting water in quantities sufficient to pose a health hazard. Such activities would include, but not 

be limited to, swimming, diving, water skiing, and water contact recreational canoeing.  IDNR also 

designates Bloody Run Creek as a trout stream, with areas of the stream near the Bloody Run Park 

identified as a catchable stocked stream. 

Figure 35: Waterways and Floodplain 

 
Source: (UERPC, 2023) 
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Ponds and Wetlands 

Natural wetlands in the area include ox bows, wet meadows, bogs and fens, and wet prairies.  According to 

Clayton County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), the county has lost approximately 99% of its 

original wetlands (Clayton County, Iowa, 2016).  Ponds and wetlands play a role in water retention, 

cleansing and cooling, and also provide wildlife habitat and natural resource recreation opportunities. 

Wetlands around Marquette are largely publicly owned, including wetland mitigation sites in the vicinity of 

the Driftless Area Wetland Centre (both north and south of US 18), and also south of US 18 where it meets 

the Mississippi River.  Smaller ponds also exist in the Bench neighborhood. 

Impaired Waterways and Water Quality 

Every two years, Iowa reports on its progress in meeting water quality goals to the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA). The state prepares a report called the 305(b) Water Quality Assessment or 305(b) 

list. This list categorizes waterbodies to reflect those that meet designated water uses (category 1), those in 

which data is insufficient to determine whether designated uses are being met (categories 2 and 3), and 

those waters in which the water quality prevents it from meeting its designated use and is thus considered 

"impaired". Designated uses can include things such as recreation, drinking water, or habitat for fish and 

other organisms.  New impairments (or category 5 listings) are placed on the "303(d) Impaired Waters 

Report," and means that the stream or lake needs a water quality improvement plan (also known as a 

"Total Maximum Daily Loadέ or TMDL).  Water quality improvement plans are approved by the EPA and 

then the waters are moved from the 303(d) list back to the 305(b) list as category 4 listings (waters 

considered impaired, but a water quality improvement plan has been written). 

Figure 36 illustrates that Bloody Run 

Creek is classified as an impaired 

waterway due to E. coli bacteria.  It is 

a category 5 new impairment, and 

remains on the 303(d) impaired 

waters report, with a TMDL needed.  

E. coli bacteria is the most common 

source of impairment for Clayton 

County waterways.  According to an 

article by the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency, E. coli bacteria found 

in rivers and streams originate in 

human, pet, livestock, and wildlife 

waste.  Pathways include direct routes 

to surface waters (illicit septic system 

connections, wastewater treatment 

facility discharge points, and urban 

stormwater systems), spills or runoff 

from livestock housing or manure 

storage facilities, runoff or movement 

Figure 36: Lƻǿŀ 5bwΩǎ нлнн LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ²ŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ 
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through soil from agricultural lands that receive manure applications, runoff of wildlife dropping, and direct 

deposition into waterways by wildlife or grazing animals. Manure management practices including manure 

storage and pretreatment (e.g. composting), timing and rate of application, and application method, all 

have the potential to reduce bacteria contamination of surface and groundwater (Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency, 2008). 

The Iowa Water Quality Information System website provides maps of stream gauges, water quality 

conditions, land covers and more.  Nitrate-nitrogen is one compound that is tracked.  Nitrate typically 

enters the stream network from farmed fields, and is also present in municipal wastewater discharge, 

leakage from septic tanks, and runoff from manure.  In the U.S. drinking water nitrates have a limit set at 10 

parts per million (mg/L), above which there are health risks for infants, and impacts on to stream systems 

(algae blooms, poor diversity of organisms).  Prior to European settlement, nitrate-nitrogen levels in Iowa 

streams were likely less than 2 mg/L.  A U.S. Geological Survey gauge on Bloody Run Creek near Bloody Run 

County Park recorded nitrate-nitrogen levels in the range of 6 ς 7 mg/L in 2023 (University of Iowa - Iowa 

Flood Center, 2023).  The gauge upstream at the headwaters of Bloody Run Creek near Monona, IA is one 

of only two in the state that regularly records unhealthy nitrate levels in the range of 10 ς 15 mg/L.  

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) My Waterway mapping platform, the area of the 

Mississippi River within the HUC 12 Prairie du Chien sub-basin is considered an impaired waterbody as well, 

overall and specifically in regards to eating fish and aquatic life.  Impairments there include PCBs, nitrogen, 

phosphorous and mercury being found in 73% of the assessed area (Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), 2023).  The EPA database also identifies Bloody Run Creek as an impaired waterbody, with άōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛŎǊƻōŜέ ƛƳǇŀƛǊƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ млл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊōƻŘȅ ŀǊŜŀ. 

Forest 

Forestland offers both scenic and natural benefits to the residents of Marquette.  Forests help decrease soil 

erosion on the bluff lands, play a role in preventing pollution from reaching streams, rivers and watersheds, 

and provides wildlife habitat.  The recreational benefits from forestland are also important for the city as it 

provides great opportunities for hunting, hiking, camping and many other outdoor activities.  According to 

Government Land Office (GLO) Historical Vegetation data from a survey completed between 1832 ς 1859, 

aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜ ǎƛǘǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƛƳōŜǊΦέ The ecological system for these forest lands is 

North-Central Interior Maple-Basswood Forest, which are primarily found where the prairies from the west 

meet the forests from the east in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa.  In the US Geological Survey 2011 

GAP/Landfire National Terrestrial Ecosystem land cover map there are 147,061 acres of Forest & Woodland 

in Clayton County (U.S. Geological Survey, 2011), 29% of the total land cover.  Based on a rough analysis of 

the same dataset at the local level, trees are closer to 60% of aŀǊǉǳŜǘǘŜΩǎ land cover.   

Protected Areas 

According to the Protected Areas Database (PAD-US) -- !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ 

terrestrial and marine protected areas that are dedicated to preservation of biological diversity and to 

other natural, recreation and cultural uses ς Marquette is surrounding by a number of significant natural 

areas, including:
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¶ Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife 

and Fish Refuge (U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service) 

¶ Driftless Areas National Wildlife Refuge 

(U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) 

¶ Effigy Mounds National Monument 

(National Park Service) 

¶ Yellow River State Forest ς Luster Heights 

Unit (Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources) 

¶ Pikes Peak State Park (Iowa Dept. of 

Natural Resources) 

¶ Mississippi River protected areas (Iowa 

Dept. of Natural Resources) 

¶ Bloody Run Creek Wildlife Management 

Area (WMA) (Iowa Dept. of Natural 

Resources) 

¶ Mississippi River protected shoreline 

(Clayton County) 

¶ Bloody Run Park (Clayton County) 

¶ Marquette Mitigation Sites Wildlife 

Management Areas (WMA) (Marquette) 

¶ Riverfront park area (Marquette) 

¶ Marquette city and neighborhood parks 

Agricultural Resources 

Originally, Clayton County was covered with prairie grass and forestation.  Modern agricultural practices 

have changed this setting to predominately row crop and pasture settings in some rural areas.  Marquette 

ǎƛǘǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ wƛǾŜǊ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ōƭǳŦŦǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ 

large scale agriculture, so very little agriculture exists.  According to the 2011 GAP land cover map, 

agricultural operations utilize 325,774 acres of land in the county, 64% of the total land cover (U.S. 

Geological Survey, 2011).  A rough analysis of this dataset locally shows that Marquette contains only 0 - 1% 

of the typical agricultural land covers (corn, soybean, hay).  Further, the Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources 

Facility Explorer shows that there are currently no animal feeding facilities or feedlots in city limits. 

Figure 37: Land Cover, Clayton County 

 
Source:  (USGS, 2018) 
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One measure of agricultural value is the Corn 

Suitability Rating (CSR). These  provide a 

relative ranking of all soils mapped in the State 

of Iowa according to their potential for the 

intensive production of row crops. Considered 

in the ratings are average weather conditions 

and frequency of use of the soil for row crops. 

Ratings range from 100 for soils that have no 

physical limitations, occur on minimal slopes, 

and can be continuously row cropped to as low 

as 5 for soils that are severely limited for the 

production of row crops.  As shown in Figure 

38, the majority of soils in Marquette would be 

considered of low value for crops, falling largely 

below 38 CSR and entirely below 62 CSR within 

city limits. 

Farm trends were assessed on the county level 

where more data is available.  The number of 

farms in the county has gone down in recent 

years, with a 3% decrease recorded between 

2012 - 2017, while total farm acres operated 

increased by 4%, and average farm size 

increased by 8% (U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 2012 and 2017).  And farm employment decreased by about 

19% between 2001 - 2020 (U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), n.d.).  The market value of products 

sold on county farms decreased 10% between 2012 -2017, with crop sale values going down 26% and 

animal sales increasing about 6%.  To summarize this data, over time in Clayton County there are generally 

fewer, larger farms, employing fewer people.  Sales output has decreased, with the greatest impact to 

crops, while animal product sales have increased slightly. 

Natural and Agricultural Resource Summary 

Marquette is primarily situated on the Paleozoic Plateau landform, or Driftless Area, known for its rock 

outcroppings, valleys, streams, and woodlands.  In addition, shallow limestone and dolomite bedrock in the 

region, coupled with the dissolving action of groundwater, yields karst topography characterized by caves, 

ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƪƘƻƭŜǎΦ  LƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƛǎ 

the ability to protect them from harm.  Foresight on the part of city, county and state organizations has 

preserved some of these sites for public enjoyment.  The city hopes to capitalize on the many visitors these 

assets draw to the area, and can do its part by encouraging residents, businesses and farmers to adopt 

practices that protect the environment.  

Figure 38: Corn Suitability Rating 
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Protection of Sensitive Areas 

Environmentally sensitive areas in Marquette include Bloody Run Creek, the Mississippi River and its 

shoreline and wetland areas, and wildlife management areas.  Other sensitive areas include blufflands, 

floodplains, and woodlands and parks.  These areas all offer unique attributes for the city, creating beauty, 

recreation, tourism and aquatic and wildlife habitat.  The city can collaborate with environmental and 

natural resource organizations, higher education institutions, and other governments to engage 

landowners on the importance of natural resource protection and the availability of programs to assist with 

this process.  

Agriculture 

Agriculture and farming are important to the history, culture and economy of Clayton County.  However 

locally agriculture plays a smaller role, due extensive historic forest systems, and the limitations local soils, 

steep topography, wetlands and waterways have on farming.  Further, some conventional farming practices 

can have a significant impact on natural resources that are abundant and highly valued in the community. 

For this reason, residents have expressed support for sustainable agriculture and increasing conservation 

practices.  Especially in regards to practices that can better preserve and protect water quality.   

Water Quality 

Water quality in surface waters such as Bloody Run Creek and the Mississippi River, as well as in the 

groundwater system serving for drinking water, need to be protected over the short and long term.  The 

most common source of impairment in the creel is E. coli, which may come from things such as spills or 

runoff from livestock housing or manure storage facilities, and runoff or movement through soil from 

agricultural lands that receive manure applications manure runoff.  Other elevated impairments found in 

local waterways, such as nitrates and phosphorous, are also often connected with agricultural practices.  

Runoff from developed areas may also be contributing to pollution with storm water runoff and storm 

sewer outflows.  Opportunities for the cityΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ include persistent attention and monitoring of 

water quality; improving awareness of agriculture management practices and development impacts on 

storm water runoff; making educational information available to residents, landowners, developers and 

landscape businesses; stream bank stabilization and floodplain enforcement, and partnering with other 

organizations on joint efforts. 

Recreation 

Natural resources provide Marquette with a number of recreational amenities and opportunities including 

city and state parks, trails, water activities, hiking, nature viewing and fishing among many other activities.  

These assets are important to the residents in Marquette and are also an economic boost in the form of 

tourism.  The city is committed to continued maintenance of the parks and facilities, the preservation of its 

natural resources, ensuring access to these recreational assets through trails, easements, and 

infrastructure.  It looks to encourage the expansion of recreational opportunities and businesses that 

support these amenities and market these assets outside of the city.   
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Natural and Agricultural Resource Action Plan 

(See Implementation Section for Methodology of Action Plan) 

*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

Goal 1: Support Driftless Area Wetland Centre (DAWC) environmental education and 

outdoor engagement efforts   

(HIGH PRIORITY)  (12 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Fund DAWC to current level, & consider building additional programming as capacity allows 

Strategy 1.2:  Maintain DAWC building and replace equipment as needed 

Strategy 1.3:  Enhance DAWC programming pertaining to watersheds & water quality 

Strategy 1.4:  Expand habitat / natural areas around DAWC & incorporate more walking trails 

Strategy 1.5:  Look into options for making DAWC kayak or paddle boating-friendly 

Goal 2: Provide high -quality parks & recreation areas that bring people to the river and 

connect them with the a bundant natural resources of the area  

(HIGH PRIORITY)  (11 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Park and recreation updates or expansion as need & opportunity arise (e.g. playground 
equipment on Bench, etc.) 

Strategy 2.2:  Maintain and build on partnerships with natural resource, conservation, & recreation 
partners (Clayton Co. Conservation, DNR, NPS, etc.) 

Strategy 2.3:  Ensure park and trail facilities are safe and accessible  

Strategy 2.4:  Pursue recreation and open space grants & funding 

Strategy 2.5:  Require residential development to provide or help fund parks & recreation needed to serve 
new demand 

Goal 3: Prioritize water quality to ensure safe drinking water and protect water 

resources that serve outdoo r recreation, flood mitigation, and more  

(HIGH PRIORITY)  (9 Votes)  

Strategy 3.1:  Gather & assess data on Bloody Run Creek and local ground water quality, including carefully 
monitoring water quality in wells, pinpointing problem areas & sources/levels of contaminants if possible 

Strategy 3.2:  Engage higher education to help assess water quality (e.g. Upper Iowa, U of Iowa, etc.) 

Strategy 3.3:  Create a water quality mitigation plan identifying priorities for protecting Bloody Run Creek 
& groundwater resources from upstream impacts 

Strategy 3.4:  Partake in water quality & conservation partnerships, including pursuing partner programs to 
address water quality in Bloody Run Creek 

Goal 4: In order to protect drinking and surface water resou rces, encourage 

agricultural conservation practices that preserve water quality   

(HIGH PRIORITY)  (9 Votes)  

Strategy 4.1:  Engage Practical Farmers of Iowa, Farm Bureau, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Iowa 
Soybean, etc. as potential partners to address water quality impacts from agriculture practices up stream 
in the Bloody Run Creek watershed 

Strategy 4.2:  Work with farmers on conservation practices upstream in the Bloody Run Creek watershed, 
support related training/workshop opportunities, etc. 

Strategy 4.3:  aŀƪŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ƭƻƻŘy Run  

Goal 5: Protect environmentally sensitive areas  to  preserv e habitat  & natural heritage , 

ensur e environmental function, and prevent hazards   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (6 Votes)  

Strategy 5.1:  Preserve existing habitat and natural areas owned by the city 
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Strategy 5.2:  Implement timber management for evacuation route 

Strategy 5.3:  Continue to enforce ordinances that protect sensitive bluff areas 

Strategy 5.4:  Be aware of requirements for protecting endangered species in the river planning / activities 

Strategy 5.5:  Encourage planting & preservation of trees, landscaping and other natural areas 

Strategy 5.6:  With ordinances, support sustainable & low-impact development 

Strategy 5.:  Consider environmental concerns at all levels of decision making for land use 
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CHAPTER 9:  HAZARDS 

Hazards Vision 

Marquette mitigates flooding risks through maintenance of stormwater infrastructure on roadways, in 

neighborhoods, and along the creek and river, & future development in floodplain areas is discouraged.  The 

city has the capacity, facilities & equipment necessary to provide emergency response during disasters & 

storm events.  Manmade hazards, such as ground water contamination and dangerous buildings, have been 

addressed. 

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK 

 

FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

Other Hazard Threats / Impacts: 
Train accidents a risk & may be carrying hazardous 
materials (e.g. ammonia, fuels, etc.).  Have some 
rundown buildings or properties which may pose 

health/safety risks.   

Natural Hazard Threats /  Impacts: 
Flash flooding along Pleasant Ridge Rd. & Bloody 
Run Creek.  River flooding along the Mississippi 

River.  Erosion of bluff areas and sediment 
movement near downtown.  Invasive species 

threats to natural areas. 

Capability to Respond to Hazards: 
Have an evacuation route for potential train 

derailments.  Have an updated watershed study 
with practices in place, and a flood ordinance.  
Community room will serve as a community 

shelter in future, with generator, new wiring, etc.  
Have ordinance in place to regulate dangerous 

buildings. 

Opportunities/Priorities for Hazards: 
Formalize actions for river versus flash flood 

response. Enforce dangerous building ordinance 
and continue to consider brownfield grants.  
Consider implementation of maintenance 

ordinance or rental code.  Partner with county on 
updates to Pleasant Ridge Rd. to ensure 
stormwater management needs met. 

 

2 MOST preferred or highest approval  2 LEAST preferred or worst approval  



80 | P a g e 

 

Introduction 

Hazards can have a devastating impact on the city, its residents and businesses, so being aware of potential 

risks and strategies for mitigating those risks is essential in community planning.  This section identifies 

hazards that carry the greatest risk of negatively impacting Marquette, with deference to previous analysis 

and findings found in the Clayton County Multi-Jurisdictional (MJ-19) Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The 

county plan goes into great detail regarding risk locations and characteristics, local vulnerabilities, and 

mitigation strategies to address or avoid potential damage, injury and destruction.  It also identifies key 

hazard risks and mitigation actions specific to Marquette, which are explored further below. 

Hazard Risks 

Some natural hazards are common to locations across Iowa, Clayton County, and Marquette, such as 

thunderstorms and lightning, hail, windstorms and winter weather.  Several non-natural hazards can also 

be found in any area of the state, such as structural fires, infrastructure failure and traffic incidents.  Other 

hazards have greater occurrence or impact based on local conditions.  For example, things like river 

flooding, sinkholes and landslides only occur in relation to certain environments (waterways, karst geology 

or steep topography, respectively).  Table 27 illustrates risk scores and estimated annual losses for typical 

hazards found throughout Clayton County.  Flooding has the highest risk rating and estimated losses across 

the county, while several other hazards have moderate scores and losses (cold waves, hail, landslides, 

strong winds, tornados, and winter weather). 

Table 27: Hazard Risk and Estimated Loss 

Hazard EAL (Est. Annual Loss) Risk Score 

Cold wave $148,182 Relatively Moderate 
Drought $7,624 Very Low 
Earthquake $2,621 Very Low 
Hail $509,473 Relatively Moderate 
Heat wave $1,321 Very Low 
Hurricane $130,530 Relatively Low 
Ice storm $1,811 Very Low 
Landslide $113,327 Relatively Moderate 
Lightning $13,297 Very Low 
Riverine flooding $2,828,754 Relatively High 
Strong wind $307,037 Relatively Moderate 
Tornado $528,472 Relatively Moderate 
Wildfire $2,665 Very Low 
Winter weather $42,804 Relatively Moderate 

Source: (Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 2021) 

Many of these are also a concern for Marquette.  The following information from the county hazard 

mitigation plan and gathered from feedback from planning participants elaborates further on the details of 

local hazard issues (Clayton County Multi-Jurisdictional (MJ-19) Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, October 18, 

2021): 
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Flooding 

Marquette enjoys the benefits of Bloody Run Creek and the Mississippi River but is aware of the potential 

danger and destruction that can occur from flooding.  According to the hazard mitigation plan, river floods 

occur nearly every year in the area.  Further, flash floods occur seasonally from melting snow and heavy 

rains that runoff of the surrounding limestone bluff.  Areas of particular flooding concern include flash 

flooding down Pleasant Ridge Rd. and waterway flooding occurring in Bloody Run Creek on an annual basis 

(which can be backed up by Mississippi R. flooding).  Stormwater and flood management in the Bench 

drainage area is also an ongoing priority for the city. 

The city participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and has a floodplain ordinance in 

place, which regulates what type of construction, if any, can occur in identified flood hazard areas. The 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ stormwater management plan, most recently updated in 2021, provides proposed improvement 

alternatives for both the Pleasant Ridge Rd. and Bench drainage areas, addressing various parts of the 

system (channels, culverts, storm sewers, ponds, and pump stations).  Finally, the city maintains a list of 

prevention and response actions completed by public works in the case of flood emergencies, including a 

variety of things, such as checking flood gates, cleaning sediment and debris, addressing pumps, and sand 

bagging.   

Severe Weather 

Severe weather, in the form of tornadoes, winter storms, thunderstorms, hail and lightning can all wreak 

havoc on communities throughout the county.  All structures in Marquette are vulnerable to the effects of 

a tornado, but the Timber Ridge residential area (16 homes as of 2016) is particularly susceptible as it is 

situated on the top of a ridge with few trees protecting it.  Rural communities can prepare for severe 

weather by ensuring that their residents have access to appropriate shelters and that emergency 

equipment and response practices are in place.   

Landslides 

Landslides present a significant hazard to the City of Marquette. The city is surrounded on three sides by 

steep bluffs, with the majority of the town -- both residential and commercial -- located at their base. And 

the remainder of the city's homes are built on shelves or tiers on the side of the bluffs, so that all structures 

in the city are vulnerable to the effects of a landslide.  The city has a Bluff Land Conservation Zoning Overlay 

District that is intended to ensure a harmonious relationship between urban development and the natural 

environment by, amongst other things, protecting the environment and structures from the process of 

erosion and preserving the scenic natural features and qualities of the bluff.  The ordinance implements a 
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site plan approval process for development within this area, and 

implements specific standards to prevent erosion, manage stormwater, 

reduce disturbance and maintain vegetation, and protect natural 

aesthetics. 

Moving debris and sediment off of the bluffs during storms is impacting 

certain areas of downtown.  Figure 39 illustrates the block where the 

city will need to address catchment of this debris to prevent impacts to 

the storm sewer system. 

Transportation and Railroad Accidents 

Transportation and railroad Incidents are a significant concern for 

Marquette. Rail traffic goes East and West and North and South within 

the city. Grain, anhydrous ammonia, ethanol, and crude oil are all 

transported on the trains, which could pose hazardous materials risks 

with an accident. Canadian Pacific is in charge of the condition of  the 

tracks and the changing of crews. There is concern that the crossings are blocked for a long period of time 

due to the length and frequency of trains, as well as the crew changes which require extra time. 

Highways 76 and 18 are also a concern for transportation accidents related to the heavy traffic traveling at 

high speeds, including truck traffic. 

Structural Failure 

Planning participants indicated that there are some derelict or unsafe buildings that may pose potential 

safety threats.  The city has an ordinance in place to regulate this issue and provides resources to property 

owners to assist with improvements, but this continues to be an issue area the city would like to focus on. 

Plant Disease 

Emerald Ash Borer, a pest that can kill ash trees, is found in the county.  There are significant areas of 

woodland surrounding Marquette, so the borer remains a significant threat to the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ tree 

inventory.  In addition, invasive plant and animal species are a threat to the extensive natural systems 

around Marquette, and are something that the community is still trying to understand the impact of. 

Response and Mitigation Capabilities 

Marquette has many existing services in place to respond to hazard threats, and to begin to plan for hazard 

mitigation.  Emergency response capabilities include the Mar-Mac Unified Law Enforcement District, the 

McGregor Fire Department (Hook and Ladder Co. No. 2), the Mar-Mac Rescue Squad, the Clayton County 

Emergency Management Dept., the Linn County HAZMAT team (to address hazardous materials events), 

and the work of city staff (public works director, etc.) in responding to hazard risks, such as flooding. 

Figure 39: Downtown Debris 
Catchment Priority Areas 
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Hazard mitigation actions already in place in Marquette include planning for an emergency operations plan, 

emergency/disaster response training, engaging residents around disaster preparation and steps, 

awareness building regarding hazardous materials risks, identifying a debris disposal site, plans/studies for 

stormwater management and flood mitigation improvements, and flood monitoring and response efforts.    

Hazard Mitigation Summary 

Flooding 

Flooding may be the most regular hazard occurrence with serious impacts to property and infrastructure. 

The city would like to prioritize flood mitigation actions from the 2021 stormwater management plan 

update, including addressing needs in the Bench and Pleasant Ridge Rd. drainage areas, as well as focusing 

on maintenance and management of key infrastructure, such as stormwater retention basins and the dike. 

Severe Weather 

Tornado and high wind events are a particular concern for high elevation areas around the bluffs.  The city 

will be prepared for sever weather events via ongoing emergency services and response planning, engaging 

the public to prepare, improvements to the community room so it can serve as community shelter, and 

providing adequate warning. 

Landslides 

Landslides are a notable risk due to significant bluff areas combined with development around Marquette.  

The city has already taken steps by implementing a bluff ordinance.  The downtown is a priority with 

regards to capturing debris and sediment movement from bluffs before it enters the storm sewer system. 

Transportation and Hazardous Materials Events 

A potential train accident is a top concern given the extensive rail traffic through Marquette and because 

hazardous materials are amongst the commodities being hauled.  This could include things such as firming 

up evacuation steps and engaging the public and key stakeholder groups around the issue. 

Plant Disease 

The community needs to better understand the impact of invasive species on local natural systems, and 

following that, would like to plan mitigation steps where issues have been identified.  The Emerald Ash 

Borer is at the forefront of this issue with regards to impacts on the local tree inventory.  The Tree Board is 

an important partner in taking steps. 

Structural Failure 

The community will focus on addressing derelict or dangerous structures, including engaging the public, 

prioritizing enforcement of existing regulations, considering new regulations, and projects to address 

specific structures as opportunities arise. 
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Hazards Action Plan 

(See Implementation Section for Methodology of Action Table) 

*Goals are sorted first by priority, and within priority categories, by highest vote (# shown) 

Goal 1: Address derelict or dangerous buildings and properties   

(HIGH PRIORITY)  (10 Votes)  

Strategy 1.1:  Prioritize enforcement of existing regulations pertaining to derelict or dangerous properties 

Strategy 1.2:  Review property maintenance and/or rental ordinances & consider feasibility for Marquette, 
as means of regulating property & rental conditions 

Goal 2: Address hazards impacting natural resources   

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (7 Votes)  

Strategy 2.1:  Tree Board to create a plan for dealing with Emerald Ash Borer impacts on tree inventory 

Strategy 2.2:  Public works and council committees to investigate impact of and create a plan for 
addressing invasive plant species 

Strategy 2.3:  Reach out to Dept. of Natural Resources, National Park Service, County Conservation (etc) to 
review and/or build on their invasive plant species plans 

Goal 3: Mitigate river & flash flooding impacts on the community  

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (6 Votes)  

Strategy 3.1:  Implement watershed study flood mitigation recommendations/actions  

Strategy 3.2:  Participate and comply with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), and maintain 
floodplain ordinances 

Strategy 3.3:  Clarify & formalize city response to flash vs. river flooding events 

Strategy 3.4:  Identify needs for ensuring structural integrity and function of dike; work with private owner 
on permanent access easement 

Strategy 3.5:  Better manage retention pond near Bench to ensure its function; consider purchasing, or 
look at maintenance agreement options 

Goal 4: Improve community shelter &  emergency response capabilities for disasters  

(MEDIUM PRIORITY)  (6 Votes)  

Strategy 4.1:  Purchase generator & install wiring at the community center so it can better serve storm 
shelter needs 

Strategy 4.2:  Monitor existing warning sirens & add sirens as needed to provide adequate coverage for 
community 

Strategy 4.3:  Identify evacuation route & steps in case of a train derailment or accident 
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CHAPTER 10: LAND USE 

Land Use Vision 

Low density residential will continue in the R-1 & R-2 districts, while multi-family can generally be found in 
existing apartments in R-3 or R-4 districts, and in downtown.  At the nexus of Hwys 18 & 76 and the river, 
the downtown district is the primary focus of economic activity, with some existing industries scattered 
along Hwys 18 and 76.  Additional commercial expansion is limited due to land constraints.  Much of the 
remaining land area in the community will be largely maintained & protected as conservation areas. 
 

COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK 

 

FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK 

Current Land Use: 
Residential areas are well defined.  Industrial and 

large commercial land uses are limited.  
Downtown is main commercial district.    

Future Land Use: 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

generally limited by topo and natural areas.  Some 
expansion of R-2 Residential in the vicinity of the 

existing Timber Ridge development.  Land use 
districts should have a single definition moving 
ahead and be more general/encompassing than 

zoning. 

Priorities for Land Use Planning: 
Prioritize conservation in identified areas.  Carefully consider adjacent land uses.  Incorporate more 

mixed used development in downtown.   

 
 
 

2 MOST preferred or highest approval  2 LEAST preferred or worst approval  
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Introduction 

This section examines the existing land use patterns and development projections, and proposes a future 

land use scenario for Marquette.  A primary purpose of land use planning is to ensure the protection of 

existing conforming properties and future development from encroachment by incompatible uses.  This 

protection benefits residents, landowners, developers and investors alike.   

Existing land uses are evaluated, and the proposed distribution, location and extent of future land uses are 

designated.  The principles and standards for implementing future land uses will need to be specifically 

defined in the city's land development regulations and zoning ordinances.  The land development 

regulations are the foremost means of implementing the strategies in the Marquette Comprehensive Plan 

and managing the uses of land in the City. 

Current Land Use 

The current planned land uses in Marquette according to the 2006 land use map are identified in Table 28 

and shown in Figure 40 below.  The largest land use category is conservation type (50%), and within that, 

the R-1 R-2 R-3 Conservation category takes up the greatest area.  The next largest land use category is 

residential (34%), and within that, the R-1 and R-2 categories are similar (respectively 12% and 11% of land 

area each). 

Table 28: Land Use Breakdown 

Property Classification Acres Percent 

Conservation Total: 762.01 50% 

      Conservation 180.46 12% 

      R-1, Conserve 249.3 17% 

      R-1, R-2, and R-3 Residential, Conserve 332.25 22% 

Residential Total: 507.29 34% 

      R-1 Single Family Residential 187.40 12% 

      R-2 Single Family Residential 161.25 11% 

      R-1, R-2 Residential 39.09 3% 

      R-1, R-2, and R-3 Residential 50.01 3% 

      R-3 Mixed Residential 67.43 4% 

      R-4 Mobile Home Park 2.11 <1% 

Commercial Total: 175.52 12% 

      C-1 Highway Commercial, R-3 114.14 8% 

      C-2 General Retail and Office 61.38 4% 

Industrial Total:   

      M-1 Industrial 64.55 4% 

Total 1,509.37 100% 
Source: (City of Marquette, 2006) 
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Figure 40: 2006 Land Use Map 

 

Future Land Use 

The city has developed a Future Land Use Map (Figure 41) to guide decisions regarding future development 

and conservation. The city expects future development to occur in planned residential areas or in the 

vicinity of existing commercial areas near US Hwy 18 or the downtown.  More extensive commercial or 

industrial expansion is limited by local hydrography and topography and the boundaries of current 

development.  The Future Land Use Map designates how the city envisions future utilization of land; 

however, Marquette will have to update ordinances and zoning maps to designate specific use.  
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Figure 41: Future Land Use Map 

 

 

 










































































